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' PREFACE.,

TH E otiginal of the work now offered to
the public, has met with much approbation
in Holland. It conftituted, originally, two
different works ; the account of the voyage
to Batavia, Bantam, and Bengal, having
been firft publithed; and afterwards, fepa-
rately, that of the voyage to Samarang,
Macaffer, Amboyna, &c. Hence proceeds
the different forms in which - the two
voyages are moulded ; and hence fome
repetitions occur in the fecond, of what
had been noticed in the firft.

Mr. Stavorinus was poft-captain in the
naval fervice of the States General; but a

long period of peace, and the little employ-
’ A2 ment
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ment that occurred in the Dutch navy for
men of enterprize and abilities, prompted
him to requeft permiffion to go a voyage to
the Eaft-Indies; as captain in the employ of
the Dutch Eaft-India Company, retaining,
however, his rank of captain in the navy.
The accounts of his two voyages, in that
capacity, are here given; and his readers
will find him, throughout, a méhn of obferva-
tion and intelligence. He was afterwards
promoted to the rank of rear-admiral, which
he held at the time of his death.

" Acquainted with the family, though not
with the perfon, of the author, during a re-
fidence at Middleburgh, in Zealand, the
tranflator has endeavoured to do all poffible
juftice to his work, in the drefs in which he
now prefents it to the public. A regard for
truth, however, obliges him to declare, that
he has had to ftruggle with much difficulty
in correcting paffages, which, in the Dutch
original, are extremely faulty, from the neg-

ligence
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ligence of the editor; the original abounds
in typographical ersets, ard io miftakes.in
numerical charaters, fome. of which the
tranflator has reétified from their obvioul-
nefs, and a ‘certain knowledge:of the true
reading, others from conjecture, and others,
though as few in number as poffible, he has
been obliged to let remain as he found
them.

- With refpeét to the notes and. additions
which he has made,: they are colleéted from
every authentic fource within his reach;
from the accounts of -other travellers, from
other Dutch writers, from authentic docu-
ments, manufcripts, and ftatements, and, in
a few inftances, from oral information : the
work, together with the additions, he flat-
ters himfelf will be found to contain much
new information refpeéting the actual and
late poffeffions of the Dutch in India, which,
in the prefent fituation of affairs, cannot
fail of being extremely interefting. He had,

for
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for fome time previous to the publication of
thefe voyages, colleéted the materials whence
his additions have been made, with an idéa
of forming them into a general account of
the Dutch Indian fettlements; but meeting
with thefe voyages, and thinking an Englith
verfion of them could not fail of being ac~
ceptable, he conceived himfelf more adea
quate to the tafk of giving a tranflation, with
the additional information required, to ren=
"der the whole as complete an account of the
‘Dutch fettlements' as his materials would
admit of, in notes, than to that of com-
pofing an original work himfelf upon the
fubje&.
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"VOYAGE
T 1o . )
Tus CAPE OF GOOD HOPE, BATAVIA,
BANTAM, axp BENGAL; -

IN TAR YEARS 176841971,

EOOK I.

CHAPTER 1, .

Depavisre’ from ZeALAND.—Tbe SHINGLES.—
SouTHAMPTON.—PORTSMOUTH.—GOSPORT.
—Departure from Sp1TREAD.—The NEEDLES.
—Ilfends of PorTo SANTO 48d MADEIRA.—
Flyiug-fifb.—[flands of SAL and Boxa VisTA,.
—Dorados .—Dolphins.— Albicores.— Bonitos.—
Sharks. — Pilot-fifb.—Cape ST. AUGUSTINE.—
Tbe ABrOLBOS.—Signs of Land.—Variation of
the Compafs.— Anchorage in TABLE BAY, at the
Care or Goop Hore.

ON the 10th of June, 1768, the Eaft- '

India Company’s thip the Snoeg (the Pike),
under my command, received her final dif=
patchies ;- and upon muftering the crew, for
the laft time, we found that the number of

men on board amounted to two hundred and.

VOL. % B twenty-
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twenty-five ; confifting. of one hundred and
forty-feven feamen, fei/enty-fcven foldiers,
and a paffenger, who was a mechanic. We
were fitted out, as ufual, for nine months,
and were bound to Batavia, by the way of
the Cape of Good Hope. On the 13th, the
wind coming round to the eaftward, we
flipped our cables, in the road of Rammekens,
and fet fail ; but on reaching Flufbing roads,
the tide failing, and the wind veering to
the fouth, we were obliged to come to an
anchor. We remained here, windbound,
till the 24th, when we again weighed an-
chor, and put to fea with a freth gale from

the eaft, and fine weather, faluting the town

of Flufbing with fifteen guns. - We were
clear of the land at nine o’clock A.M. and
returning the farewel-falute of the pilotboat
that had accompanied us, we fteered for the
Straits of Dover, and loft fight of the ifland
of Walcheren about noon. At funrife, the
next day, we faw the oppofite coaits of Eng-
land and France; of the former, the North
and. South Forelands, and of the latter, the
high land in the neighbourhood of Calats.
At noon we found ourfelves abreaft of Dsver,

"which is the firft place on the Englith coaft

- . that
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that appears on entering the Channel; here
the eafterly wind failed us again, and it bes
gan to blow a ftiff gale at s.w. which made
us refolve, the next day, to run in behind
the Shingles, and there wait for a more fa-
vourable opportunity of proceeding on our
voyage. Befides feveral ‘other fhips, we
found lying at anchor here, our States’ fri-
gate, the Young Prince’ of Orange, com-
manded by Count ByrLaNDp, fent out to
cruife for the homewardbound Eaft-India
fleet, and which had failed from Campuere
the fame day we left Flufhing.

The Shingles is the name given to a large
fand, that ftretches out full a lcagixc and a
half from the Englith coaft, fomewhat to
the weftward of Folkflone. 1t appears above
water, but is very low, and would be very
dangerous, efpecially in the night, were
there not a lighthoufe at its extreme point,
whereby fhips are enabled to perceive and
avoid the danger. Veflels lie in fafety here,
prote&ed from -the s.w. and weft winds;
but being open to the s.s.w. and fouth,
when the wind veers a point lower, they.
muft of neceffity immediately put to fea.

On the 29th of June, we faw two home-

B2 - ward-



[ 41

wardbound Eaft-Indiamen ftanding towards
us; upon which the States’ frigate, the
Young. Prince ¢f Orange, weighed anchor,
and fét fail, in order to convoy them to
Holland. In the night we had an eclipfe
of the moon ; the beginning of which, by
my obfervation, gave a difference of 7’ 317
in time between  Paris and our fituation at
anchor, or 1° g2’ 45" weft longitude from
the meridian of Paris.
-" The following day, being the zoth of
June, the wind came round in the evening
to the eaftward; whereupon we left the
Shingles a fhort time before midnight, and
held our courfe farther down the Channel,
But on the nextiday, having fcarcely reached
as far as the Ifle of Wight, the fky began
ta affume a black and menacing afpe&t to+
wards the weft, while the eaft wind now
wholly- failed us. Apprehendive of the com-
ing ftorm, we; handed all our fails, and it
foon burft upon us with the greateft vehe-
mence : it was accompanied with the mof}
tremendous - thunder and lightning, and
feemed - to threaten inevitable deftruétion.
On fhore; as-I afterwards was informed, it
caufed great devaftation : on the road from
1 * London
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Londom to Portfinouth, many trees were ftruck
by the lightning, and torn up by the
roots ; while much damage was done in all
the farms and gardens thereabouts. This
thunderftorm continued about three hours,
from feven till ten o’clock at night, without
however doing our thip any mmawfial da-
mage. The wind then veered to the s.w.
where it remained flationary, and blew
moftly in heavy gales, without intermiffion,
from that quarter, till the 7th of July, when
it increafed to a violent ftorm. This. in-
duced us, the next day, to determine upoft
putting into Portfmouth, that we might not
be driven farther back up the Channel; and
that the crew might not be unneceflarily
harafled, without our being able to ad-.
vance on our voyage, fince our men were
daily falling fick, and thirty of them were
diready unfit for duty. We accordingly
reached Spitbead; and caft anchor there the
follewing day, being the 8th of July.

While we lay here, I made an excur-
fion to Soutbampton, which is fixteen Englith
miles, or about fix hours’ walk from. Gof
port, a kind of fuburb to Portfnientd, lying
on the oppofite fide of the harbour. The

B3 road
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road to that place, leads through a hilly,
unpromifing, and barren country, but which
affords food for fheep, feveral flocks of
which we met with on our way. Here
and there were fmall running ftreams, that
flowed down'from the hills, into the val-
lies. We ftopped halfway at a village
called Titchfield, being two long ftreets of
tolerably goodlooking houfes.

Soutbampton is a town, fituated on a
river, which runs into the feg oppofite to
. Newport, in- the Ifle of Wight, navigable
above the town, for veflels of ‘a moderate
.burden, and called Soutbampton - water.
When the Danes were - in poflefiion of
England, Soutbampton was the feat of their
kings. It is naturally ftrong, being almoft
furrounded by two branches of the river;
it is befides encircled by a wall of hewn
ftone, which bears ftrong marks of antiquity,
From the riverfide, runs @ long and broad
ftreet, which is adorned on both fides by
very handfome houfes, reaching as far as
the landgate, which opens to the London
road. Over the gateway, is the ftatue of
Queen ANNE, as large as life; This long
fireet is the principal, and, indeed, may be
: ‘ faid
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€id to be the only one, .the others being
of hardly any confequence *. The town
is much frequented in the fummer feafon
by the Englith nobility and gentry, on ac-
count of its agreeable fituation ; and every
kind of diverfion, balls, concerts, plays, &c.
are then to be met with, as was.the cafe
when 1 vifited the place. .

Portfmoutb is at prefent a well fomﬁedl
town, and the works which furround it,
particularly on the. landfide, are very con-
fiderable. Clofe to the town, on the north-
fide, are the King’s building and dock-
yards, his magazines and arfenals. The
immenfe quantities of naval and military
fores, that are kept here, are incredible.
Moft of the Englith fhips of war are laid
up here, in time of peace, but they are al-
ways kept afloat. The largeft thips of their
navy are to be feen here: I was on board
of one, a three-decker, which meafured on
the- Jower deck, one hundred and ninety-
{even feet Englith, being equal to one hun-

* The additions and improvements which have been made
in later years, fince the time Mr. Stavorinus vifited Soxsb-
4mpton, 1768, make the town aflume a different appearance
from what is here defcribed. 7.

B4  dred
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dred and ginety-five and a quarter feet Ame
fterdam, and which carried one hundred and
twenty guns *.

Oppofitc to Portfmoutd, lies the town of -

Gofport.. The inlet between both, which i
very wide, is ufed for a harbour; its en~
‘trance is defended by feveral confiderable
batteries. Gofport has many ftreets, and
is crouded with thops, which in time of
war, and when there are many thips here,
are much frcqucnted, and very flourith-
i

g()n a point of land, which is ca.llcd
Spithead, whence the fame appellation is
given to the road before it, where the King’s
fhips ride, there is a large and ftately
hofpital for the feamen..of the navy, which
is kept exceedingly clean and neat, and in
which the fick are treated with the grcatcﬁ
care and attention.

The 24th .of July, the wind becoming
favourable, we weighed anchor in the morn-
ing, and endeavoured to put to fea, round
the weft-end of the Ifle of Wight, or paft -

* The largeft thips in the Dutch navy, are of %4 and
80 guns; théir harbours will fcarccly admit of fhips of greater
force. 7.

the
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the Needles; but in the afternoon, we were
obliged, by a change of wind, to let drop our
aochor before Cowes, a town in the Ifle of
Wight, whence a great trade is carried on to
America; and on the 26th, as it began to
blow hard, and the road of Cowes was not
very fafe, we returned again to Spizbead.
The next day, on the wind again coming
round to the eaft, we left Spitbead, for the
fecond time, but we ftill could not pafs the
Needles; for coming near them, we found
the tide againft us, and the wind too
fcanty to fail out; and we were therefore
obliged to turn back again, and anchored
before Yarmouth, which is a fmall place in
the Hle of #ight.

The Needles are high fharp rocks, like
pyramids, fituated at the weftern end of the
Hle of Wight, and clofe to which fhips muft
fail. On the other fide of the channel, lie
the Shingles, a fand which is dangerous to
be approached too near.

On the 28th of July, however, we were
- fortunate enough to clear the land ; but it
was only on the 4th of Auguft, that we left
the Channel, and fteered our courfe, in
order to run in fight of the ifland Porto Santo.

| Between
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Between ten and eleven o’clock. on the
morning of the 6th, we obferved a re-
markably ftrong aurora borealis, ftretch-
ing from w.N.W. to N.N.E. The fky ap-
peared, in that quarter, perfectly in flames;
the rays, which fhot forth in a ferpentine
direCtion, from the horizon to the zenith,
were inceflant; and that whole fide of the
heavens feemed to be agitated, and in com-
buftion ; the. horizon was clouded, and the
wind northerly, blowing a light gale; the
greateft heat that day was 67° by Fahren-
heit’s thermometer; and at noon our lati-
tude was 48° 1’ north. For fome days fol-
lowing we had a fteady north wind, with
frefh gales, fo that on the 16th of Auguft
we ran in fight of the iflands Porto Santa
~ and Madeira. We here found ourfelves
3° 6', or 39 leagues, more to the eaftward
than our eftimated longitude, fince we
had taken our laft obfervation, on leaving
the Lizard Point. Many veffels make an
eafterly mifreckoning in thefe feas; and it
may, with great probability, be attributed to
- the indraught of the currents, in the bend
between Cape Cantin, and Cape St. Vin-
cent, towards the Straits of Gibraltar.

Much
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Much care ought therefore to be taken in
thefe latitudes, efpecially in the night. The
weather is here likewife often very cloudy,
which was the reafon, that we did not fee
Porto Santo in the morning, till we were
within three or four leagues-of it : whereas
it is vifible in clear weather, at the diftance
of eight or nine leagues off.

Porto Santo appears in the w.N.w. with
four high hills, the northernmoft of which
feems as if it were feparated from the
others, but it lofes that appearance, on
failing two or three points farther. We
ran along the ifland at the diftance of a
fhort league, in order to take an accurate
view of it. It is moftly hilly, and had alfo,‘
through good glaﬂ'eé, an arid and barren ap-
pearance. It has a fteep rocky fhore all round,
except on the foutheaft fide, where there
is a low. inlet or bay, along which fome
houfes are built. There is a great rock on
its north-fide, lying detached from the
land, which, when it bears w.s.w. per-
- fectly refembles a church with a fteeple,
the latter rifing from its fouthern extremity.
‘There are, befides this, feveral other rocks,

as
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as well under water as above, lying all round
the ifland.
Moadeira lies s.w. about fix or feven
leagues from Porto Santo. It is much larger,
and has fome very high mountains. When
abreaft of Perto Santo, you firft perceive a
great hazinefs, very like a thick fmpke, to
the s.w. nearly ten degrees above ‘the ho-
rizon, which on a nearer approach is diffi-
pated, and the high land of Madeira rifes
to view, yet ftill enveloped with clouds
halfway downwards from the fummits of
the hills. To the s.E. of it, lie three fmall
iflands, which are very high, but barren and
uninhabited ; they are called the Ibas De-
fertas, and corruptly by our feamen, the
Serflerss, and are feen at a great “diftance.
The {ea is not difcoloured round any of thefe
~ iflands, as is the cafe round many others,
which muft chiefly be afcribed, to there be-
ing no ground, but very clofe to the thore,
whereby the water retains its azure limpid-
nefs. We found that the variation of the
compafs was here 17° N.w. and the greateft
heat of the day was at the fame time, on
hoard our fhip, 78°.

' The
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The number of fick began now greatly
to increafe. About fixty or feventy of the
crew were already confined to their births,
and four had died. . The prevailing dif-
tempers were bilious fevers and fpafmodic
- colics; although we had but little rain, and
no exceflive heat, the thermometer feldom
rifing above 78°. I therefore now would
not fuffer the men to drink beer, but I
had it mixed with their barley-porridge in
the morning, and only allowed them water
to drink. The confequences of this regu-
lation were very falutary ; for very few fell
fick afterwards, and thofe that were 111 re-
covered, though gradually, fo that on ap-
proaching the line, we had but few on the
ficklift.

We now bcgan to fee many flying
fith *, and we’ frequently made a good
breakfa&, upon fuch as had fallen upon
the thip, during the night, as they fre-
quently do, without being able to raife
themfelves again, and which we found lying
on the deck in the morning. They are
commenly of the fize, and much of the

* Exocortus «wlim_u. A
*fhape,
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thape, of herrings, though they are, in ge-
neral, rather fmaller than larger ;' the head
is fomewhat obtufe, the back blackifh, and
the belly white ; they are the beft bait that
can be put to a hook, for catching of dora-
dos and albicores: they are moftly to be
met with between the tropxcs, though they
are fometimes feen as far as the thxrty-
fecond and thn‘ty-thxrd degrees of latitude ;
yet at this diftance thcy are but rarely found,
and never wander into higher latitudes.

" The day after we had loft! fight of the
iflands Porto Santo and Madeira, we met
with the fettled north-eafterly tradewind,
with which we fteered to the weftward of
the ifland Pa/ma (the moft wefterly' of ‘the
Canary iflands), and paffed the tropic of
cancer on the 22d of Augutt, five days after

we had left Porto Santo and Madeira. - The

greateft heat on the day we paﬁ'ed the troptc '
was 78°.

" On the 27th, at about three oclock in
the morning, we -came in fight of the Jle
de Sal, one of the Cape Verde iflands. We
had for three days be¢n accompanied by a
number of landbu'ds, among which were

many fwallows ; and thefe kept clofe to us
till
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til we came in fight of land, and then
they left us.

" The ifland Sa/ is not very high, except
on the north-fide, where it is diftinguithable
by three hills, the northernmoft of which
is the higheft. The land to the fouthward
of thefe eminences is middling low, and
flopes into the fea, at the s.E. point. The
latitude of “this point was, by obfervation,
16° 34’ north; and the variation of the
compafs 10f degrees N.w. The thermo-
meter on board ftood that day, at two
o'clock p.Mm. between 83° and 84°. The
ifland appeared to be about three or four
leagues in length, and full half as broad.
There is a very dangerous reef, that extends
out from its north-fide, but it feemed elfe-
where to be tolerably bold and fafe.

About fix or feven leagues nearly fouth of
Ifte de Sal, lies the ifland Bona Viffa, which
is almoft one-third larger, and rather lower,
than the former : it has two eminences of a .
middling height, that appear diftinétly upon .

+it. There are two reefs, ode at the north-
fide, and one at the fouth-fide, which ftretch
out to the eaftward,. and which are both
~ very dangerous. The Eaft-India Company’s
T thip
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fhip Leimuiden, was wrecked on one of them
in the year 1769. Both thefe iflands ap-
peared very barren ; and Boma Vifla feemed
fandy, being here and there mterfpcrﬁ:d
with low fandhills.

We found ourfelves, by obfervation, at
thefe iflands, 12% leagues more to the weft-
ward, than our eftimation, fince our laft ob-
fervation of the longitude off Madeira. The
light winds and high-running fea, prevented
us from paffing to the eaftward of the ifland
Bona Vifla ; and we were at laft obliged, in
order to avoid the danger of touching upen
the reefs, to run between that ifland and Sa/, -
after we had fpent four-and-twenty hours in
vain attempts to weather Bona Fifia. On
the 28th, in the evening, we loft fight of
thefe iflands, and dire€ted our courfe towards
the line.

The northeaft tradewind failed us two
days afterwards, and changed te fouth and
s5.5. W. which was exatlly in our teeth.
We were then in 133° of north latitude.
Thefe variable winds were frequently ac-
companied by violent thunderftorms and
heavy thowers of rain, of which we aveiled,

in order to fill our empty watercatks, fo that
this
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this neceflary element could be more liberally
diftributed to the crew; and which was of
great benefit to them, on account of the
encreafing heat of the weather. Yet we
had not much calm, till we again came
into the courfe of the fettled foutheaft
tradewind, and we had hardly any fick on
board. We were moftly encountered by
thunderftorms, about the time of the rifing’
and fetting of the moon, which feems to
have more influence on the weather, within
the tropics, than without them. The in-
ftrutions which are put on board of our
Eaft-India Company’s thips fay, that in
thefe {eas, the wind veers to the northward,
- at the new and full moons: this, however,
we never experienced; but, on the con-
trary, we met, at thofe times, with hard
gales from the s.w. which were fometimes
accompanied by a lowering fky, and violent
fqualls. The nearer we approached to the
line, the more fith we had about the fhip,
of which we caught large quantities; do-
rados, albicores, and likewife bonitos, tharks,
and others ; which afforded a moft welcome
and agreeable refrefhment to the {eamen.
voL. I. c The
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The dorado, or john-doree*, is one of .
the moft delicious feafith that is caught.
It is long and flat, and covered with very
fmall fcales. It is from four to eight feet
in length; but I feldom faw any caught
that exceeded fix feet, and ten or twelve
. pounds in weight. The head is obtufe and
round, and immediately behind it is the
broadeft part of the fith, while the body is
thin and narrow, tapering until it reaches
the tail. When this fith appears near the
furface of the water, it fhines with a moft
lively mixture of various colours, blue,
green, filver, and gold. It {wims with
great velocity, and darting at its prey, the
flyingfith, it is fometimes feen to leap fe-
veral feet out of the water. Although the
dorado is the fineft fith that is caught at fea,
it is yet fomewhat dry eating. The tail
roafted is very good, and taftes much like a
roafted cod’s-tail.

The dolphin §, which I fuppofed to be
the male of the dorado, has the fame thape
and tafte, but is not adorned with fuch mag-
nificent colours. '

* Faberya fpecies of zeus. 1- Coryphana bippursse
The
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The albicore * is a bulky fith, with a
#harp head, thick belly, and thin tail. The
back is of a dark-brown hue, and the belly
is white. Its fleth is firmer than that of
the dorado, but it is drier, and has not fo
fine a flavour : it is neverthelefs very tafte-
ful food for a failor. We caught feveral
albicores that weighed upwards of fixty and
feventy pounds, and which we had fome
difficulty to drag on board by the line.
They never fwim alone, but always a num-
ber together. They are caught by a hook,
or are ftruck with a harpoon. . They do not
only prey on the flyingfith, but likewife
on all other {mall fithes. We one day had
a diverting fight of their manner of pur-
fuing their prey:—we faw, at fome dif~
tance, a large number of albicores, that
{wam, as it were, in a circle, and beat the
water with their tails with great force,
while in the middle, we perceived a great
quantity of fmall fith ; on approaching near-
er, we found that they leflened the circle
gradually, and all the little fearful fithes
were thus prefled clofe together, till in the
end they fell a prey to their enemies. Thefe

" ® A fpecies of fomber. ,
c2 {mall
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fmall fithes, which were fhaped like fmelts,
were often in fuch quantities near the thip,
and efpecially at the ftern, that the men
took whole bafkets’ full ; and after letting
them lie two er three days in falt, they eat
them like anchovies. Whenever we faw
them, we were fure likewife to ohferve
their followers, the dorados and albicores.
The bonito * appears, both with refpet
to fhape and tafte, to be the fame fith as
the albicore, the only difference being that
the former is much lefs. I believe that the
fame fith, which when young is called a '
bonito, when it grows older and larger, ac-
quires the name of albicore ; at leaft, I could
‘not perceive that they differed in any thing
but in fize. :
When the weather was fine and calm,
we now and then caught a fhark, but more
for the fake of the fport than for culinary
purpofes, to which this fith is very little
adapted ; yet the tail fometimes affords a
meal to the failor; but it muft always be firft
trodden upon, or otherwife bruifed, till a
light foam exudes from it. The fhark is
a voracious and carnivorous animal, and

* Scomber pelamys.
catches
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catches at, and devours every thing within
its reach. It is highly dangerous, for thofe
who may have the mifchance to fall over-
board, and for fuch as bathe or fwim in
places where it inhabits. Its prey would never
efcape, were it not for the difficulty which
the fhark has to catch it, from the fituation
of its mouth : this opens, as it were, under
the throat, the {nout protruding eight or
ten inches farther; o that, when the thark
approaches its prey, it {wims directly under
. it, and 1s obliged to turn on its back, and
then fuddenly fnaps at it, and fwallows it
whole. The mouth is very wide and broad,
and is furnifthed with a triple row of teeth,
which all fit into each other, and cut every
thing in two that comes between them. I
have feen an iron crow, which had been
thruft into the mouth of one of thefe animals,
and in which the marks of the teeth were
plainly to be feen. Its greateft force is in
its tail. - When caught, it beats the water
with its tail, and makes it foam; and when
hauled on deck, it would break, by its
meams, the limbs of any one who might
venture to approach too near. Its fkin is
very hard and rough, efpecially when dried.

c 3 It
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It appears on the back and fides of a dirty
green colour. It is comimonly caught by a
large hook, faftened to a double or triple
brafflwire of four or five feet in length, for
cordage of any kind would be immediately
bitten afunder ; this braffwire is attached
to a long and ftrong cord, which is made
faft on board ; about fix feet above the hook,
a piece of wood is fixed to the line, which
ferves to keep the hook fteady, and this is
baited with a piece of pork or beef. As
foon as the fhark has taken the hook, it
muft have free play with the line, particu
larly if it be a large one, which is eafily per-
ceived, the water of the ocean being very
clear and tranfparent; after which the line
muft be foftly drawn in again, and fuccef-
fively veered out, whenever the fhark begins
to pull, till in the end its forces be ex-
haufted ; it muft then be hoifted on board by
ropes round its body, and killed, or ftunned,
by repeated blows on the head with hand-
fpikes or iron crows, when the tail can be
cut off without any danger. The thark has
generally five, fix, or more, fuckingfith *
hanging to it, which will not let go their

% Echentis remora.

hold,
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hold, and which require a degree of force .
to pull them off.

Befides the fuckmgﬁfh there is anothcr
fith that accompanies the thark ; it is called
the pilotfith *, becaufe it is fuppofed to con-.
duét, or pilot, the fhark to its prey. This
fith is much lefs eafy to be caught than the
fhark itfelf; yet we were fortunate enough
to ftrike one with an eelfpear, for they never
bite at a hook. It was eight inches in
length, @nd firiped tranfverfely with dark- -
blue and white lines, of about an inch broad,
running round its body like fillets. - It
weighed about two pounds, and was very
nice eating, and not {o dry as other feafith.

~ After much difagreeable delay, we at laft
got into the s.e. tradewind, on the 17th of
September, in the north latitude of three
degrees and a half ; and on the 22d, in the
evening, we paffed the equator, on the
fame day and hour that the fun entered the
fouthern figns ; the heat of the weather by
the thermometer was 77°, and our longi-
tude, by eftimation, fix degrees and a half
welt of Teneriffe.

* Gaflerofieus ductor.
C4 On



[ 24 ]

On the 3oth, we were in the latitude of
Cape St. Augufiine, and on the 6th of Oc.
tober, we had paflfed the Aérolbos. The for-
mer is the eaftern extremity of Brazil. If
once one falls below, or to the weftward of
this cape, it is not an eafy matter to double
it, without again croffing the line, to en-
deavour to get into the track of the wefterly
winds, in the thirty-fourth or thirty-fifth
degree of north latitude, and then running
with them fo far to the eaft, as to;get into
the proper courfe for pafling the line again;
cafes of this kind are not unfrequent. The
Abrolbos are an aflemblage of fands and
rocks, fome of which are above water, and
fome under; they lie in about eighteen
degrees fouth latitude, and extendout to fea
full twenty leagues from the land. Ships
coming upon them are in great ﬁanger of
being loft, or at leaft of lofing their voyage;
wherefore the Eaft-India Company diret
their commanders, on having paflfed thefe
dangerous fhoals, to perform a thankfgiving-
fervice, and to diftribute a quart of wine
per man to the crew. :

The variation of the compafs, in the lati-
tude of Cape St..Augufiine, was two degrees

5 N.W,
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N.w. and in that of the A4brolbos half a de-
gree N.E..

In :2° fouth latitude, we loft the eafterly
tradewind, and had variable winds, though
moftly from the eaftward, and fometimes
from the north, as far as 30° or 31°, where
the wind became wefterly. Whenever it
blew the leaft to the fouthward of weft, we
experienced a confiderable degree of cold,
and the thermometer did not rife higher
than §3° or §4° in the warmeft part of
the day ; while it was much warmer when
we had northerly, or northwefterly gales.

The fcurvy began now to make its ap-
pearance on board, and in a fhort time
many of the crew became unfit for duty,
and feveral of them died. But the ravages
of the difeafe were not fo great as we
might have expe&ed, from the length of the
voyage, it being now three months fince we
had left England.

On the 1oth of November, we faw for
the firft time frumpets, or fea-bamboo *, float-
ing on the ocean; this is a thick reed, with
Jarge pointed leaves,  and a calyx, refem-

* Fycus buccinalis.

bling
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bling the mouth of a trumpet, whence it
has its name. We likewife faw petrels *,
and pintados +; which, although both fea- |
birds, never go far from land. The firft,
are about the fize of a common fowl, and
are quite black ; they are very lumpith, and
fly heavily, and clofe to the water. The
others may, for fize, be compared to a fmall
goofe ; they are always met with in pairs:
there is another kind that fly fingly, and
go much farther fromland ; they are white,
with black fpots. From thefe figns, but
efpecially from the variation of the com-
pafs, having encreafed to 18° ~N.w. and thus
to within two degrees of the variation in
Table Bay, at the Cape of Good Hope, we con-
cluded that we were not far from that fa-
mous promontory. The variation of the
compafs is the eafieft, and almoft the fureft,
rule that is obferved by our nmavigators, to
arrive at the Cape, and to determine the
longitude they arein; for neither folar nor
Junar eclipfes occur frequently enough for
the purpofe, and it is fcarcely poffible to
take an obfervation by the fatellites of Ju-

® Procellaria equinottialiss. ~ § Procellaria capenfis.
1 piter
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piter from on board of a fhip, on-account
of its continual motion. If the- inftriment
be corre€t, and the obfervation accurate,
the variation of the compafs may be depended
upon ; for inftance, in the latitude of Cape
St. Augafline, on the coaft of Brazs, when
the northeafterly variation is no longer ob-
fervable, that is, when the needle thews the
true north, or before it begins to take a
welterly variation, you may then be aflured
that you can 'double that cape; and in
the fame manner in the latitude of the
Abrolbos ; where there is no danger as long
as the variation is 2° or 3° N.E. Thence
to the eaftward or foutheaftward, the va-
riation encreafes, and the needle progref-
fively turns more to the weft, as far as the
longitude of Madagafcar, where, in 39° or
40° fouth latitude, it at prefent, points 27°
to the weftward of the true north ; and
again, from that part, it decreafes in pafl-
ing to the ftraits of Swmds, more and
more, till in 12° or 13° it again thews
the true north. At the Cape of Good Hope,
the variation was this year full 20§° N.w.
The wefterly variation augments every year,
and it has for fome time been found, that

' at
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at Paris, its annual increafe amounts to 10}
minutes or one-fixth of a degree, according
to the Cennosffance des Temps pour I Année
1771. :

At laft, on the 17th of November, about
three o’clock, ».M. to our great joy, we.
difcovered the land of Africa, near the Cape
of Good Hope, the Table Mountain bearing
eaft, about twelve or thirteen leagues off ;
but it being too late in the ‘day, to attempt
reaching the road, we thought it advifable
to ply off and on, during the night, and
not to try to enter the bay, till the next
day.

We now found that our longitude was
1° 45', or 22 leagues, more to the weftward
than by the fhip’s reckoning, fince our laft
obfervation at the ifland Bona Viffa, on
the 27th of Auguft; fo that ‘we had but
a {mall mifreckoning for fuch a length of
paffage. The number of dead fince our
departure from Flufbing was thirty ; and we
had fifty-eight on the ficklift, moftly down
with the fcurvy.

The next day, early in the morning,
we carried a prefs of fail, and fteered

towards Table Bay, between.the Walvifch, .
or
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or Whale Rock, and the Lion’s-tail; but
owing to its falling calm, it was not till
four o’clock, p.M. that we reached the
anchorage in the inner road, and faluted
the fort with thirteen guns. We found
lying at anchor here the Eaft-India Com-
pany’s Hoy, the Snelbeid (the Speed), and a
French fhip, bound to the ifland Bouréon.
On entering the road, the land has no very
agreeable afpet, appearing only to be fteep
and rocky mountains, nearly deftitute or
verdure, while the fort and town of the
Cape are not feen; till very near the an-
choring-ground. But of the feveral par-
ticulars relative to the Cape, I fhall fpeak
more at large in my obfervations, at the clofe
of my journal.

CHAP-
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CHAPTER 1II

Care or Goop Hore.—Fourney up the Tanrre
Mountain.— Fine Profpeil from its Summit. —
Arrival of the SwaLLow, Captain CARTERET, -
at the Cape, from the South Seas.—Departure
from TABLE Bay.—The Ifland St, Pavi,—
AMSTERDAM [fland.—Singular Noife coming up
out of the Sea.—Violent Storms.—ENGANO.—
REexr Jfland—The bigh Land of SUMATRA.—,
Entrance into the Straits of Susoa.—Ilands of
KRrakETAU, DwARs 1N DEN WEe, WAPENS
Vaxn Hoorn, ONRUST. — Anchorage hfart
BaTavia. :

NOT long after our arrival at the Cape
of Good Hope, 1 had the curiofity to afcend
the Table Mountain, the difficulty of which,
I was affured, would be well compenfated by
the pleafure, the jaunt would afford me.
Accompanied by three other gentlemen,
who were atuated by the fame motives,
‘and provided with fome provifions and a
guide, I fet off upon this excurfion, about
half paft two in the morning, from Cape-
town, which is fituated at the foot of the
mountain. The road thither, led along fome

gardens,
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gardens, which the inhabitants of the town
had laid out here and there, as a kind of -
rural retreats, For fomething lefs than half
an hour’s walk beyond thefe, the way was
cafy, and the acclivity little ; farther on it
began to be more fteep, running along a
narrow ridge of the mountain, which end-
ed about halfway up abruptly, againft the
fide of a precipice. This place, the inhabi-
tants of the .Cape call the Krants, or
Wreath. We arrived there at funrife, be-
ing about half paft four, and made a reft-
ing place of it. This ridge was formed, on
either fide, by correfponding fteep and pro
found hollows. On the right hand, mur.
muring over the pebbles, which abounded
in the hollow, ran a rivulet, whofe fource-
was at the fummit of the mountain, and
which fupplies the town with water. The
ridge itfelf was nearly overgrown with un- .
derwood, which was formerly the refort of
wild beafts, although nonc at prefent inhabit
it ; at leaft we neither faw nor heard' any
thing of them.

Hitherto the afcent was not very difficult,
but the path now began to be very pre-
cipitous, and fo narrow, that it was fome-

| times
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times not above two feet broad. There
were feveral places, which we had to clamber
up, which deviated little from a perpendicu-
lar line. On our left, we had a wall of
fteep rocks, heaped, as it were, in mafles
upon each other; and on the other fide, a
deep chafm, into which it was both tre-
mendous and' dangerous, to venture a look.
In climbing up, we had to hold ourfelves
faft by the fhrubs, which grew up from
between the interftices of the rocks; and
the labour and fatigue of the afcent, generally
obliged us to take breath, whenever we came
to a place that allowed us leifure. The
higher we came, the more difficult we found
the path, fo that we had in the end, much
to do to hold faft by-the thrubs, to prevent
our falling down from the dreadful height,
and being dafhed to pieces. Sometimes,
when we met with ‘large ftones, and had
room to look about us, we rolled them
downwards, and following them with our
eyes, perceived them in their fall, fuccef-
fively loofening many others, and heard
them together clattering with a horrid noife
down the fteep fides of the chafm. We

fometimes likewife met with large mafles
of
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~ of ftone, of full twenty fect {quare, which
had been torn from the mountain, and lay
difperfed in different fituations down its
fide. The ground on which we trod, con-
fited in nothing but loofe ftones, heaped
upon each other; the tharp fides and angu-
lar irregularities of which, greatly added
both to the .da'nger, and to the difficulty of
the afcent. If one of thefe was loofened,
many others followed it, and rolling away
from under the foot, threatened to hurry the
unwary traveller down the abyfs along with
them, unlefs,with a firm hand, he could grafp
the friendly fecurity of fome neighbouring
deeprooted fhrub.

It was half paft feven when we got to
the top of the Table Mountain, and found
ourfelves on the level fummit, which is pe-
culiarly called the Table; and from the flat
appearance of which, feen from below, the
whole mafs has its name. :

We here enjoyed the fineft profpet that
imagination can conceive. Both wind and
weather were. favourable. The fky was
unencumbered with clouds, and the fun-
beams were uninterrupted. Our view on
one fide was bounded by the mountains of

VOL. I. D | Hottentot
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Hottentot Holland. To the fouthward, we
beheld the breakers foaming along Falfe.
Bay, as far as its eaftern point, and againft
Roomans Rock * which lies in it. Between
this extenfive inlet, and the Table Moun-
tains, appeared the vineyards of Comfantia.
A little farther was Hout, or Woed Bay ; and
turning more to the weftward, the Lion’s
. Mountain, of which that part called the
head, although of a great height, appeared
to us like a hillock, on account of the much
greater altitude of our fituation : it feemed
to lie almoft under our feet, notwithftand-
ing it is near ten thoufand feet from the
‘Table Mountain ; the Lion’s-tail, which is
more than one thoufand feet high, was
fcarcely diftinguithable from the plain. The
fineft fight was that of Table Bay. Rob-
ben, or Ses/ Ifland {, which lies in the mid-
dle of the bay, though it is three miles in
circumference, {carce feemed as many feet.
The mafts of the fthips which were in the
bay, could with difficulty be difcerned ;

* Roomans Rock, fo called, from a kind of red fith, named
roomans ot red meny by the inhabitants of the Cape, which

abound in Faljz Bay. They are excellent eating, and feem
to be a fpecies of mullet. 7.

+ This is called Penguin Ifland, in our mapse 7.
while
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while their yards and tackling were in no-
wife diftinguithable. The fmaller veflels
and boats appeared like fpecks; yet Daffen,
or Badger Ifland*,was perfetly vifible. Cape-
town, upon which we looked dire&ly down,
appeared a fmall {quare, in which we could
_ diftinguith the divifions into ftreets, but none
of the houfes or buildings, the church ex-
cepted ; which, however, was alfo hardly
difcernible ; and the fort, which lies at a
little diftance from the town. It is difficult
to defcribe in how {mall a fpace the whole
of the above, and the circumjacent country
feemed to be comprefled. The view down
that fide which we had afcended, was in
the higheft degree frightful ; appearing like
an overhanging precipice. The profpeét of
defcending again that way, was by no means
alluring, yet there was no other practicable
path.
The air, at this height, was very cool
and rarefied, notwithftanding the fun fhone
very bright, and it was in the fummer-feafon

* This is improperly called Coney Ifland, in our maps:
it has its name from the quantities of a fpecies of Guinea-rat,
or the cavia capenfis, with which it abounds, and which are
wrongfully called dofin or badgers, by -the people of the
Cape. T. » ' . )
D2 i
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in this country. At Cape-town it was &
warm day, for the thermometer then ftood at
80°, We caufed the flaves, whom we had
brought with us, to colleét fome brufthwood,
and lighting a good fire, we fat round it, and
had a comfortable dinner.
~ Having thus refted for fome time, we af-
* terwards walked over part of the Table,
which took us an hour and a half. Its fur-
face is not perfe@tly level; for there are
here and there rocky irregularities, though
feldom exceeding a man’s height above the
plain. This confifts in many places of bare
rock, lying in ftrata, and undulated like the
waves of the fea. On the N.E. and s.E.
fides the interftices of the rock are filled
with a ftony kind of earth, and produce
various kinds of flowers, with which we
were unacquainted ; fome of them afford-
ing a grateful odour, and others {melling
‘very difagreeably *. We were fome time
fearching for the fithponds, which we had
been told were formerly found on the fum-
* Dr. TruNBErG mentions, as growing on the fummit of
the mountain, the following rare and beautiful flowers, orchis
grandiflora, ferapias tubularity ferapias melaleucay and the blue
difa longicornis ; the firft and laft of which he never could.

meet wigh any whereelfe. 7. .
' mit
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mit of the mountain, but met with nothing
of the kind. In the.chinks and hollow
places of the rock, however, we found fome
very {weet freth water, which had a yel-
lowifh appearance, and which probably had
been lodged there by the denfe clouds
which cover the Table when the wind
blows from the s.e. This water refrethed
us greatly, for we had not taken any with us

from the town, and were extremelythirfty.
Several fpots, where a little earth had
been colleced, produced a kind of reedy grafs,
with fharp points, and growing tolerably
high, interfperfed likewife with flowers, as
beforementioned. To the fouth and fouth-
caft, the Table has a fenfible flope, but it
is alfo on thofe fides bounded by a precipitous
defcent of feveral hundred feet, with over-
"hanging rocks, and black protuberant maffes,
fo thatit is here utterly impoffible to be {caled.
Having remained for the fpace of full
four hours on the fummit of the mountain,
we began our defcent a little before noon ;
having proceeded downwards for about half
an hour, we arrived at a cavity in the rock,
which we had overlooked on our afcent, and
, which being fhaded by a part which jutted
D3 out
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.out a good way, formed a pleafant grotto.
The ground was covered with fhort grafs.
A limpid jet of fweet water, of about an
inch in breadth, fprang from the rock at
the back of the grotto. We refted upon
the foft verdure for about half an hour, and,
confuming our remaining provifions, again
. fet forward on our return.

The danger and difficulty we found in
defcending, were even greater than when
afcending the mountain, Obliged to look
carefully around us, where to fet our feet,
we could not avoid beholding at the fame
time the dreadful abyfs before us, which
was fufficient to make the fteadieft head
giddy. The leaft falfe ftep was much more
dangerous than before ; for while we were
clambering upwards, we could fecure our-
{elves by holding by the fhrubs, but now
we could not do fo, without going back-
wards, which, indeed, we were fometimes
obliged to do. As for {liding down over
the loofe and fharp ftones, that feemed to
us, not only more dangerous, but alfo im-
prafticable. At half paft two o’clock, how-
ever, we reached the flat rock, as it is call-
ed, in fafety. This is a long and level

fpace
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fpace of rock, about two-thirds up the
mountain, over -'which the rivulet which
nifes at the top of the chafm gufhes down-
wards. i |

We refted here again for a fhort time,
and refrethed ourfelves with a draught of
the clear fountain-water. ‘We then, pro-
ceeding farther, entered an eafier path than
that we had purfued in the morning, on our
afcent, and returned to Cape-town about
four o’clock in the afternoon. The whole
of the next day we could {carcely move
cither arms or legs, in confequence of the
ftiffnefs of our joints, contrated by the fa-
tigue we had undergone ; and for a week af-
terwards, we felt great pain in our thighs,
whenevwer we attempted to walk, even along
2 level ground.

Shortly after this, there arrived at the
Cape of Gosd Hope, an Englith veflel,
the Swallow floop, commanded by Captain
CARTERET, who had failed round the
world, having left Spithead in the month
of Auguft, 1766, and paffing through the
ftraits of Magellan, had traverfed the Pa-
cific Ocean ; and after having ftopped fome
time at Macaffer, had touched at Batavia,

D 4 and
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and now made the Cape, on his way home.
Only fifteen of the crew had died during
the whole voyage, and the moft part of
thefe met their fate between Bafavia and
the Cape,

They keptthe obje&@ of their voyage a
profound fecret. All I could difcover re-
fpecting them was, as I thought, that their
longeft ftay had been at the ifland of Ffuan
Fernandez *.

Having received back our fick, who were
but half recovered, from the hofpital, and
the ftrength of the reft of the crew being
recruited, by a daily refrefhment of guod
beef, greens, and bread, we left Table Bay
on the 12th of December, with twa hun-
dred and eighteen hands, to proceed on our
voyage to Batavia, the chief fettlement of
the Dutch in India. The foutheafterly
wind, with which we had left the bay,
veered to the fouthweft as foon as we were

* Captain CarTerET flayed about a week at Mafafuero,
a {maller ifland, and near that of uan Fernandez, having un-
expe&edly found the latter inhabited and fortified by the
Spaniards. If we except the time he remained at Macaffr,
repairing his fhip, and refrefhing his crew, which was up-
wards of five months, his longeft ftay was at Ncw Britain, and
the other iflands to the eaft of New Guineas 7.

out
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‘out at fea. We were, in confequence, three
days tacking about, in vain, before we could
double the Cape. The 15th, however, the
wind came round to the N.w. and we fteer-
ed to the fouth, and afterwards in an eafter-

_ly direion, in order to double the Cape of
Angutllas, and to pafs the reef of the fame
name. We found, however, that our thip
was very leaky, and we were obliged to
keep the pumps almoft continually a-going,
efpecially when we carried any more fail
than ufual. o '

On the 20th, we faw a lunar rainbow,
which was very clear and light, but had no
ditiné&t colours. On the 24th, we met.
with a violent ftorm from the s.w. which
continued to the next day, with a tre-
mendous highrunning fea; fo that we
were obliged to lie by, as we made much
water, and we could no longer ftem the
force of the mountain-waves. The wind
was accompanied by hail, and fome hail-
ftones fell upon the fhip, which were as

* large as a pigeon’s egg. While lying by,

the mizen-topfail, which was the only

picce of canvafs ftanding, in order to keep
the fhip's head fteady, was torn out of the
. braces ;
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braces ; and we were obliged to fet a reeved
mizenfail, though we were every moment
afraid to fee the maft come by the board,
as it was very unfound: yet it fortunately
-ftood out the gale. At the fame time the
water gained upon our leaks very faft, by
the fevere ftraining of the veflel againft the
mwaves, fo that we were forced to pump al-
moft inceflantly.

‘On the 25th, the weather became calmer,
and the fea (moother. We then again put
before the wind, and purfued our voyage
towards the eaft.

When the ftorm was over, we found that
all our fpare fails were f{oaked, and a great
part of our bread fpoiled by the feawater ;
the principal feams were likewife, almoft
every where, wrenched fo far open, that in
fome places they would admit a man’s hand
this, however, we repaired as well as we
could. ‘

On the 10th of January, 1769, we faw a
great number of gulls, and in the evening
feveral feals, fhearwaters, and black land-
birds. Hence we concluded, that we were
qot far from the ifland Sz. Paul; though,

according to our computation, it lay 8o
leagues
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leagues farther. For two days we had not
been able to obferve the variation of the
compafs, on account of the cloudy weather,
by which the fun was wholly obfcured..
We however, at noon, obferved our lati-
tude, and found that it was exa&ly that
of the abovenamed ifland.” The fky was, in
the afternoon and evening, very thick, by
a continual rain; and having, therefore, fo
little light, I dire€ted our courfe to be al-
tered two points from the eaft, to E.s.E. in
‘order to run down out of the latitude of
the ifland, which proved the means of our
prefervation ; for at half paft ten at night,
we had a glimpfe of the land, clofe upon our
fide, fo that it even feemed to hang over
us; but having got to windward of the
‘ifland, we were enabled to run off thore
before the wind, in a foutherly direftion,
which we did, till we were at the diftance
of two leagues from the ifland, and we
then fet our courfe again towards the
.caft. :

This ifland, and that of Amflerdam, which
lies fifteen leagues to the northward, are the
only known iflands in the fouthern Indian

Ocean
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Ocean below the tropic of capricorn ¥,
- They are not large, but pretty high, par-
ticularly Sz. Paul/, which is vifible, in a
clear day, at the diftance of nine or ten
leagues.

The Eaft-India Company fent two fhips
to thefe iflands in the year 1726. They
were uninhabited. There was freth water
on both, and on that of §¢. Pau/ a hot {pring
of mineral water. There was good anchor-
ing-ground on the north fides of both, and
the fea around them abounded in fith. I
did not find that any veflels had vifited them
fince that time; they lie at 400 or 500
leagues diftance from the continent .

I direted little fail to be made during the

* In the fubfequent voyages of M, ne KErcueLeN, M.
M. Mar1oTt and CrozkTt, and Captain Cook, thofe navi-
gators difcovered other iflands in this trac of the ocean, con-
fifling in a large ifland, called Kerguelen’s-land, in about 48°
fouth latitude, and 64° 20’ eaft longitude from Greenwich,
and fome fmall iflands, in three different places, about the la-
titude of 461° and 474°, and longitudes 37°, 461°, and
4819 eaft from Greenwich. 7.

+ The moft recent, as well as the moft accurate, account
of thefe iflands, is to be found in Sir GEORGE STAUNTON’S
Account of Lord MacarTNEY’s Embafly to China, whofe
fquadron touched there. %,

mght‘
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night, intending in the morning to fteer
again for the ifland, in order to have a near
view of it; but finding at funrife that, as
the fky remained overcaft, and the heavy
rain continued, there would be fome danger
in doing this, for want of a fufficiently clear
view, I defifted from the attempt, in order
not to expofe the thip unneceflarily.

Shortly afterwards, about fix o’clock, there
arofe a found juft like the groaning of a
man out of the fea, near the fhip’s fide.
When I firft heard it, I thought that fome
one of the crew had been hurt between the
decks, and I fent the officer of the watch
down to fee what was the matter. The
men, however, who were on deck, told me
that they had heard this noife arifing, as it
were, from out of the water feveral times
before; and I then perceived it to be as
they faid; for going on the outfide of the
mainchains, I plainly heard it ten or twelve
times repeated. It feemed to recede pro-
portionably as the thip advanced, and leffen-
ing by degrees, died away at the ftern. I
fuppofe that it was perhaps occafioned by a
fealion, that might be near the fhip, as
many of thefe animals were faid to have

been
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been feen on the ifland St Paul, although
we perceived nothing like any animal. About
feven o’clock, the gunner, who came to
make a report of fome matters of his de-
partment to me, informed me, that on oné
of his India voyages, he had met with the
fame occurrence, and that a dreadful ftorm
had fuccceded, which forced them to hand
all their fails, and drive at the mercy of the
winds and waves for four-and-twenty hours.
When he told me this, there was not the
leaft appearance of any ftorm ; yet before
four o’clock in the afternoon, we lay under
our bare poles, fcudding before the wind, in
a violent tempeft. The fea ran fo high on
all fides, that at nine o’clock in the evening,
all the cabin windows and hatches were
ftove in, and the water ruthed quite into
the ftateroom. To provide, however, as

much as poffible againft this, we fpread a
fail over the ﬁeru, on which the fea could
break, and which proved of great fervice
to us. Thisblowing weather continued till
the next day, the 12th of January, when
the violence of the ftorm abating a little, we
were enabled to fet our fails again. Fortu-
nately, no material damage was done to our
I malfts
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mafts or yards, but the bread and fail rooms
were again very leaky. '

At the fame time we faw a good deal of
floating feaweed, which is generally met
with to the eaftward of the iflands St. Paw/
and Amflerdam. The meeting with feaweed
may ferve as an indication to navigators
(befides the variation of the compafs, which
here decreafes below 19°) that they have
pafled thofe iflands, and are to the eaftward
of them. '

On the 14th, having been kept back by
ftorms and contrary winds, we again came
in fight of the ifland St. Paul, bearing N.w.
about eight or nine leagues off. The wind
then coming round to the weft, we fteered a
northeafterly courfe, and on the 27th of
January we paffed the tropic of capricorn.

In 34° and 35° fouth latitude, we found
our compafles quite unfettled, the needles
varying four and five points backwards and
forwards, although there was but little mo-
tion in the fhip, and we were failing but at
a moderate rate. _

In 30° fouth latitude, we met with the
s.E. monfoon, or tradewind, with which we

fteered N,N.E. in order to make the land to
‘ ' ~ the
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- the weftward of the ftraits of Sunda, ex-
peting to mect there with the wefterly
winds. ’

On the laft day of the month, we had the
fun vertically over us, and the higheft rife
of the thermometer that day was to 81°,
though on the following days it ftood at
83° or 84°.

In 11° fouth latitude, the s.e. tradewind
left us, and changed to weft, with which,
on the 12th of February, we ran in fight of
the ifland Engano. We here found ourfelves
103 leagues more to the eaft, than by the
thip’s reckoning.

This ifland lies in s%° fouth latitude,
about 25 leagues E.s.E. from Prince’s Ifland,
in the ftraits of Sunda.  Ships that pafs the
ftraits, in the wefterly monfoon, generally
run in fight of Engane. It is fix or feven
leagues in length, and not quite half as
. broad. It is not high, and can only be dif-
cerned at five leagues’ diftance. It always
appears green, by the trees with which it
is covered. We faw fome breakers on the
weft fide, but none any where elfe. There
are no foundings round it, except on that
fide, where, according to the Indian Pilot,

there
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there is an anchorage: fome fithermen ia-
habit it, but they are very thy of ftrangers.

Immediately on coming in fight of this
ifland, we were avertaken by a violent
thunderftorm, which was followed by a con-
tinual calm for fome days, fo that we were
not only prevented from advancing, but were
driven by the currents, which fet ftrongly to
the weftward, more and more the contrary
way ; and on the 16th of February, we loft
fight of Engano.

This calm weather ftill continued, and if
we fometimes had a breeze, it came from
the s.e. the very point towards which our
courfe fhould have been directed. Loiter-
ing here againft our inclination, we difcover-
ed on the 21ft, juft before funfet, a low
and fmall iflet, at fcarcely three leagues’ dif-
tance, which we found by our latitude to be.
the ifland Mez bet rif, or Reef Ifland ; like-
wife called Droevig, or Difafirous 1land, on
account of fhips having formerly been wreck-
ed upon it, by reafon of its fmallnefs. It
was fortunate for us, that we faw it be-
fore dark ; for we fhould otherwife have
rmun much danger of falling upon it during-
the night, fince we could not think that

VOL. I ‘ E the
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the currents could have fet us fo far to the
weftward, which in five days, fince our laft
obfervation at the ifland Engano, we found
to be full thirty leagues.

Having a foutheafterly breeze, we imme-
diately ran ftraight off from the ifland, to
the E.N.E. but at daybreak the next morn-
ing, we again found ourfelves clofe to it
fo that had it remained dark a little longer,
we fhould have been in the greateft dan-
ger, by the ftrong currents which fet to-
wards it. We were therefore obliged, in
order to avoid the difafters with which
thefe continual calms and violent currents
threatened us, to fall below it, out of our
courfe, in order to have fearoom enough.

This place is, as has already been men-
tioned, both very fmall and very low. At
two leagues’ diftance, it has the appearance
of a grove of evergreens, of about half a
league in length, floating upon the water.
Its fouth latitude is 3° 45’, by my own ob-
fervation. The Indian Pilot defcribes it as
having two reefs, one at the fouth, and one
at the north, ftretching out to fea, a league
and a half : but failing round its north end,
about a league from the fhore, and founding

with
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with a line of 150 fathoms, we found no
bottpm ; fo that, in this inftance, that book
1s not accurate ; yet we faw breakers on
the north fide, as we computed, about a
quarter of a leaguc fom the fhore.

Our ill fortune was not yet at an end.
We daily experiensed calms, and contrary
winds, together with Beavy thunderftorms ;
and in thefe, the lightning was {o incef-
fant, that the whole horizon appeared as if
on fire. We had likewife violent gufts of
wind, that feldom were above an hour in
duration ; during which, however, it was im-
poffible to carry any fail;-and when we fome-
times attempted to make fome progrefs by
them, our fails were either blown away, or
we were in great danger of lofing our yards
and mafts. When thefe fudden fqualls fub-
fided, they were commonly fucceeded by
dead calms, and the heat was then nearly
intolerable, the thermometer being often at
88°, without the leaft refrething breezce, to
mitigate the fervency of the weather. All
this, added to the heavy and violent rains,
which fell every day, occafioned much fick=~
nefs am'ong the feamen ; fome of whom,
in a thort time, paid the debt to nature.

’ E 2 Among
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Among the dead, was my fecond lieutenant.
I experienced myfelf the greateft torture,
from a violent colic, for ten or twelve days,
and the whole duty devolved thus on the
firft lieutenant, who was obliged to be on
deck both night and day, as neither of the
two officers next in rank, were fit for ferving
in the capacities they held, and were even
hardly acquainted with the compafs.

It was not till the 15th of March, that
-we got fight of land. At eight o’clock,
A.M. on that day, we difcovered the high
land of Sumatra’s weft coaft *, and at noon
made the Keszers Piek, or Pike of the Em-
peror, being a lofty, {piry mountain fo call-
ed. Taking a good obfervation here, we
found that the currents had driven us 6o
leagues to the weftward, fince the 16th of
February, though they otherwife, in this
time of the year, moftly fet to the eaft.

On the 16th of March, at noon, we en-
tered the ftraits of Sunds, having the Flar

* The part of Sumatra here meant, though, in fa&, the
foutheaft end of the ifland, is denominated by the Datch, as
above, Sumatra’s weft coaft, on account of its relative wefterly
fituation, with refpet to their chicf fettlements at the caft end
" of Java, 7.

point
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point of Sumatra on the one hand, and
Printes Mland- on the other. I fhall fpeak
more at large of both places, in the ob-
fervations which I have already mentioned.

Towards the evening, we found ourfelves
not far from the ifland Kraketau. The wind
now gathering into a ftorm from the weft-
ward, and the rain rendering the fky very
hazy, we refolved to lie by during the
night, not hai'ing fufficient light to proceed.
Making fail again at daybreak, we came at
noon abreaft of the ifland Dwars in den Weg,
or Middle Ifle. The guard ftationed at .An-
Jjer, in behalf of the Company, came on
board of us here, and I difpatched a letter
by hiln, to the governor general at Ba-
tavia, and one to the commandant at Bazn-
zam, requefting to have fome refrethments
fent on board for my people. About eleven
o'clock at night, we anchored abreaft of
the point of Bantam, near the ifland Pan-
Jang.

We received, the next morning, the re-
frethments we had afked for : they confifted
in an old buffalo, the flefh of which was fo
tough, that no boiling would foften it, fome’
very indiffererit vegetables, and forty fowls.

E 3 For.
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For this fecanty provifion, the Eaft-India
Company were charged one hundred gil-
ders *. '

" In the afternoon, the wind being wefter~
ly, we weighed anchor, and at funfet, came
to an anchor again, near the iflands called
De Wapens van Hoorn, or The Arms of Horn ;
for it is very dangerous to fail in the night-
time along this coaft, becaufe of the fhoals
and rocks, which are {cattered all the way,
under the furface of the fea.

At funrife, on the 1gth of March, we
again got under weigh, and pafling, a little
after noon, the ifland Onruft, we caft anchor
about four o’clock, p.M. in the road of Ba-
tavia. The admiral, or flagfhip, returned
our falute, of thirteen guns, with five, and I
immediately went on fhore, to wait upon the
governor general, in order to inform him
of my arrival, and give him an account of
my voyage. His exeellency, however, was
at his country-feat, called Wel te Freeden
(Well-contented), and I accordingly went
thither, to pay my refpets to him.

* Alout nine pounds flariing. 7.

CHAP-



I 55 ]

CHAPTER IIL

Paffage from BATAVIA fo BANTAM.—Situation
of BANTAM.—Defcription of the city.— The Paf-
cébaan.—The Mofque—The King’s Palace, and
Fort D1aMoND.—Religion—Fort SPEELWYK.
—Company's Officers.— Dependencies of the Ccm-
mandery at BANT AM.— Pepper taken on board.—
Weights —Vifit to fome remarkable Places without
the City.—Vifit to the King of BANTAM.— Account
of bis Court, and cur Entertainment there.—Tbe
King’s Proceffion to the Mofgue.—Cargo completed.
Departure from BANTAM.—Anchorage at the
Ifland ONRUST.

HAVIN G difcharged the cargo of the fhip,
and taken in ballaft, I received orders from
the governor general, to go to Bantam, to
take a cargo of pepper on board. My de-
parture was fixed for the 10th of May, and
I'was likewife directed to hoift an enfign at
the maintop, as foon as we were out of
fight of the road of Batavia, becaufe Mr.
VAN TeEsT, fenior merchant, and ex-com-
miffary of inland affairs, together with Mr.
- De MEYER, counfeller of juftice, and fome
. R4 . more
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more company, both ladies and gentlemen,
were on board, and were to go the voyage -
to Bantam with me ; although this mark of

.diftinétion was not properly due to any one

of them, unlefs they had been on commiffion

in behalf of the Company’s government,

which was not the cafe.

We accordingly failed on the appointed
day, the 1oth of May, having on board
eight chefts of money, containing fifty thou-
fand Spanifh dollars, which were to be given
in payment for pepper, to the king of Ban-
tam.

At two o’clock, p.M. we anchored abreaft”
of the ifland Onruft, as the feabreeze began
to hlow pretty ftrong againft us.

We failed again the next day, at daybreak
and in the evening, caft anchor abreaft of
the ifland called De Groote Combuis, or the
Great Furnace, whence we fet fail again, on
the 1ath, in the morning, and anchored at
three o’clock, ».M. before the city of Ban-
tam, clofe toa {mall ifland called Het Hol-
landfch Kerkhof, or the Dutch church-
yard.

We faluted the Eaft-India Company’s
commandery here, with thirteen guns, and-

had
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had our falute returned, with the fame
number. Before we reached the road, Mr.
REeiNouTs, the commandant at Bantam,
came on board, to welcome the company
*who were with me ; and they all went on
fhore together, at four o’clock. I foon fol-
lowed ithem, and Mr. ReiNovTs very po-
litely offered me the ufe of his houfe and ta-
ble, while I remained at .Bantam, which I
thankfully accepted.

The gulph or bay of Bantam, bounded by
the point of the fame name, and that of
Pontang, forms a commodious retreat for

 thips, large numbers of which may anchor
in it in fafety. Many {mall iflands lie fcat-
tered up and down in it; and they afford
an agreeable profpe¢t to the thips in the
road. Thefe iflands are all uninhabited, ex-
cept Pulo Panjang, or the Long Ifland, which
is the latgeft, and on which fome fithermen
refide. There is a great plenty of fine fith

" here, among which the inhabitants of Ban-
tam prefer one called the Zaalkop, or bald-
head, which has fome refemblance to cod.
- It is at the bottom of the bay that the city
of Bantam is fituated, full a quarter of an
: hour’s
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hour’s walk from the feafide. It lies bea
tween two branches of a river, which de=
fcends from the mountains. The diftance
from Batawiais about thirteen Dutch miles*,
or leagues.

The communication betwcen thefe two
places by land, 1s very difficult, owing to
the thick forefts, and decp moraffes, which
lie between them. Thefe obftacles render
the road by land, nearly impracticable,at leaft
for Europeans : for this reaton, people go by
‘water, making ufe of the land and fea winds,
which feldom fail, and which drive the light
Indian veflels or proas, called flyers, to and
fro, along the coaft, with furprifing celerity,
I was told that they fometimes took up ne
more than four hours in the paffage.

The river of Bantam is only about 170 or
180 feet over, at its mouth. It is likewife
very thallow, {o that at low water, a’common
thip’s boat does not lie afloat in it. It is befet
withwooden piles, on both fides, as far as Fort
"Speelwyk ; but they are kept in very indif-
_ ferent repair, which is a pity; as they would

* A ‘Dutch mile, which they in general call an hour, is
about three miles and a half Engliih‘. 7. be
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be of fervice, to prevent the fhifting of the
fand. At high water, and in fpring tides, it
is from five to feven feet deep, and fmall
Indian veffels can then enter the river.
Though this is called the river of Bantam,
it is properly only a branch of it. The
river itfelf is divided above the town, into
‘three channels, of which this is the middle
one, the two others run into the fea, about
a league and a half off, on each fide.
Bantam lies in an extenfive plain, behind
which there is a range of high and mafly
mountains, that extend far to the fouth-
ward. I cannot determine refpeting its
fize, not having had an opportunity of
going round it : it muft certainly, however,
be called a large city, for I have often
walked ftraight on for a whole hour, with-
out reaching the end. I did not perceive
any walls or fortifications toward the fea,
nor any on the landfide, except Fort Dia-
mond, in which the king’s palace ftands ;
notwithftanding feveral travellers talk much
about them. You enter the town without
perceiving it, and would rather fuppofe
yourfelf to be in a grove of cocoanut-trees,
than in a citv. The houfes, if huts of this
1 nature
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nature, wattled up with reeds_or canes,
plaiftered with clay, and covered with leaves
or attap *, may deferve that appellation, are
fcattered to and fro, without any order or
fymmetry of ftreets, and round each of them
is a plantation of cocoanut-trees, the whole
furrounded by a paling of {plit bamboo, by
which every family is wholly feparated from
its.neighbours.

A quarter of a league from where the city
begins, towards the mountains, is a large
open field, called the Pafcébaan, where
three roads (for ftreets they cannot be call-
ed, having no refemblance to fuch), leading
from different quarters of the town, unite
to the weftward of the river. This forms
the eaftern, as part of the city does the
fouthern, boundary of the Pgfcédbaan, while,
the royal mofque is fituated on the north,
and the king’s palace on the weft fide of it.
In the middle of this plain ftands a large
weringa tree , which extends its {fpreading
branches on all fides, and affords a perpetual

* This is the name given to the leaves of the palm-tree,
ufed for covering of houfes. 7.

7

t Cajfuarina equifetifolia.
and
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and agreeable fhade. At the foot of this
tree, is a grave, covered with a large blue
ftone, in which the body of one of the for-
mer kings of Bantam lies buried, and. which
the inhabitants look upon as a very holy
place, and revere it greatly. A little farther
off, on the other fide, is a building, which
refts*upon potts, rifing ten or twelve feet out
of the ground. The roof is fupported by an
appearance of pillars. It is ufed as a place
of circumcifion, for the children of the king;
and on fuch occafions, it is hung round, and
richly decorated, with coftly tapeftry, and
pieces of cloth. .

The name of this field, the Pafcébaan, is
that which i given throughout the eatft, to
thofe places where their princes divert
themfelves, with horfe-races and fimilar ex-
ercifes. All their courtiers and great men
mauft then appear on horfeback, and in mag-
nificent apparel, to contend in the races with
the king or his fons ; always, however, with
the provifo, that they yield the palm of vic-
tory to their royal competitors.

The moique or temple, mentioned above,
ftands at the end of a little pleafant lawn:
it is furrounded by a high wall, and is almoft

fquare,



[ 6z ]

fquare. It has five roofs above each other,
all decreafing in fize upwards, till the laft
terminates in a point; the eaves of the
loweft, jut out much beyond the walls of
the temple. Clofe by, is a high, but flen-
der, fpire, which ferves, like the minarets
in Turkey, to announce the hours of prayer.
Neither Chriftian ner Pagan may enter
this temple, upon pain of death. Indeed
there is little to be feen in it, as I was in-
formed, more than a parcel of benches, and
a fort of pulpit, in which the king fometimes
performs the fervice as prieft ; as I thall have
occafion to notice hereafter.

The royal palace, which ftands on the
weft fide of the Paftébaan, is built within a
fortrefs, which 1s called the Diamond. This
is an oblong f{quare, eight hundred and
forty. feet in length, and nearly half as broad.
It has regular baftions at the four corners,
and feveral femicircuilar places of arms on
the fides. I counted fixty-fix pieces of can-
non in this fortification, the greateft part
brafs, and moftly heavy artillery, but old,
and few of them ferviceable. The touch-
holes of fome were f® worn away, that a
fmall teacup could eafily be paffed through

thena.
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them. There were feveral with the arms
of Portugal, and a few with thofe of Eng-
land; likewife five or fix brafs caunnon,
founded by the Javanefe. Thefe laft had
two ftrong iron rings, round ghe chace, at
the mouth, and two at.the chambers, to
fecure the piece from burfting. They ap-
peared to me to be twelve-pounders. The
-four baftions point to the four middle points
of the compafs, N.E. s.E. s.w. and N.w. The
walls are built of haid ftone, and are four-
teen or fifteen feet in height. Every expence
relativeto the reparation and keeping in order
of the fort, and of the artillery, muft be de-
frayed by the king, by whofe predeceflors ie
was ereted in the latter part of the laf¥ cen-.
tury. '

The Dutch Eaft-India Company keep a
garrifon in it, confifting of one captain,
three fubalterns, and one hundred and thirty
privates. This force ferves nominally to
defend the perfon of the king from all
hoftile attempts; but, in fa&, to have him
always in the Company’s power. None of
his fubjeéts, either high or low, not even
his fons, are allowed to approach his perfon,
without the knowledge of the captain of the

Dutch
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‘Dutch military, who receives information
refpecting the king’s vifitors, from the guard "
at the gate, and tranfmits it, from time to
time, to the commandant at Fort Speelwyk.
No Javanefesor Bantammer is ever al'ow-
ed to pafs the night, within the walls of the
fort. .

A wet ditch runs round it, but this would
be a trifling obftacle to the operations of an
European enemy; for it is entirely neglected,
and in many places almoft dry. On a ftone
over the gate, is an infcription in Dutch, by
which it appears that the fortrefs was built
by one HENrRY LouwreNTs, a native of
Steenwyk, in the province of Quveryffel. This
mat Mearing the confequences of fome crime
or other which. he had committed, quitted
the fervice .of the Company, and entered
into that of the king of Bantam, who find-
ing he had fome knowledge of fortification,
employed him in building this caftle, after.
he had abjured his religion, and embraced
the Mahomedan faith. Fort Digmond is not
difcernible until one is clofe to it, on account
of the numerous cocoanut-trees with which
the city abounds, and which impede the
view ; we muft, however, except that fide of

it,
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it, that faces the Pacébaan, where it is open
to the eye.

The approach to it, is over a drawbridge,
that is thrown over the moat. Between
this bridge and the gate of the, fort, is a
fpace of ground, or efplanade, on the right
fide of which, ftands a large building, with
a {quare roof, open in front and at the
fides, in which the ceremony of crowning
the hereditary prince is performed. On the
other fide are the king’s ftables and coach-
houfes, theformer well provided with horfes;
the latter, which are only wooden fheds,
contain feveral coaches, which have at dif-
ferent times been prefented to the king,
by the Company, or their governors, and
among which there are fome that are vene-
rably old, and in a tafte truly antique. The
king’s gomgoms, a fort of mufical inftru-
ments, ,of which I fhall fpeak more at large
in another place, are likewife kept in thofe
theds. '

At the gate of the fort, an officer and four
and twenty men, mount guard night and
day. The palace is about twenty paces
from the corps de garde, and is called
Dal'm, which in the Malay language figni-

VOL, I. F fies,
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fies, the inmofi. ‘This is not a fingle or rega~ -
lar building, but coufifts of thany dwellings
united together, and covers nearly the whole
fpace of ground within the fort. In the
centre appears a {quare building, which has
two roofs rifing above each other, to fuch a
height, that it is vifible three leagues off "at
fea. It is moftly built of brick, and covered
with tiles, but there is no regularity ob-
ferved, with refpe@ to its architeéture, or
fcite. The walls of the king’s feraglio are
raifed higher than thofe of the fort, to ren-
der it impervious to the eyes of the curious.
The captain who commanded the garrifon
here, related to me, that two inquifitive
mortals were once difcovered, attempting to
fcale thefe walls, and were inftantly put to
death.

When the king’s fons arrive at the age
of puberty, they do not any longer refide
with their father, but bhave each their fepa-
rate feraglio or harem. All the fervants of
the palace are women, and even the ateen-
dant guards of the king are of the female
fex; for, although, when he appears in pub-
lic, he is accompanied by his Bantam life-
guards, yet they are never admitted within

1 the
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the gates of the fortrefs. Thefe, befides
their ordinary fidearms, ¢riffes or long dag-
gers, are provided with pikes, the iron
heads of which are very long and broad ;
and the king is likewife attended, when he
goes abroad, by a guard of Europeans from
the garrifon.

The religion of the kingdom of Bantam is
the fame as prevails throughout Java, that of

Mahomet.
" In what relation this part of the ifland
ftands, with refpect to the Dutch Eaft-India
Company, will appear in another place.

Fort Speehwyk is a fortrefs, which: the
Lompany caufed to be built, during the civil
wars, between Sultan Acon, king of Ban-
Zam, and his fon (in 1682); and it was called
Speelwyk, in allufion to the name of the
then governor general of India, CorNELIUS
SPeeLMAN. - It is fituated on the eaft bank
of the river, a very little way from its
mouth. It is a fquare, defended at three
of its angles by regular baftions, and at the
fourth, by a demi-baftion. It is mounted
with forty-eight pieces of cannon, of various
calibers. The nosth, fouth, and weft fides

are covered by a wet ditch, which is, how-
F 2 ever, -



[ e8]

ever, neither broad nor deep; and which
has a communication with the river that
wathes the eaft fide. The walls are com-
ftruéted of a heavy and hard kind of ftome,
and are thirteen or fourteen feet in height,
but in fome places they are beginning to
decay. In the interior of the fort, there is
an open fquare, planted with trees in the
middle, the fides of which, are formed by
feveral buildings, in which part of the Com-
pany’s fervants refide. Amongft thefe, the
houfe of the commandant is diftinguithable
above the reft, having lately been hand-
fomely rebuilt, and amply provided with
-roomy apartments ; one of which ferves for
a chapel. The other buildings confift in,
barracks for the foldiery, wasehoufes, &c.
Thé gate is very mear the  riverfide, over
which there is a drawbridge, and oppofite
to it is a pretty long ftreet, in which the
Company’s fervants refide, for whom there is
no room in the fort, together with a few
Chinefe. The garrifon is nearly equal te
that of Fort Diamond, but a cenfiderable
number are generally confined by ficknefs ;
this place beirig confidered as even morc un-
kealthy than Batavia. :

The
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The chief authority, in behalf of the
Company, is here vefted in a fenior mer-
chant, with the title of commandant,- who
has likewife the management of the trade,
which chiefly confifts in pepper, and fome
cotton-yarn. ‘This officer, however, is un-
der the immediate controul of the local go-
vernment at Bafavia, whence he receives
orders, and whither he fends reports, nearly
every day; for Bantam is only looked upon
as an outpoft or dependency of Batavia:
whereas other Commanderies, which are
fituated at a greater diftance from the capi-
tal, are only fubjeét to the orders of the
council of India. Yet the commandant
here, has likewife a council, conﬁﬁing of
the adminiftrator, or fecond in command,
and fome of the fervants of the Company
following next in rank. There is alfo a
fifcal for the purpofe of preventing the il-
licit or fmuggling trade. One Bavarbp,
who filled this office in the preceding year,
had accufed the commandant of having
himfelf engaged in thefe underhand dealings
with the Englifh ; but the accufer died in
good time, and the accufed was acquitted
of the charge. The attual commandant,

F3 J. ReiNours,
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J. ReEinouTs, was a native of Enkbuizen
in North Holland, and had enjoyed the ap-
pointment for fome years. I was told at
Batavia, that he paid great attention to
the Company’s pepper-trade. Whenever he
goes out in ftate, he is efcorted by a guard,
confifting of one non-commiffioned offices
and twelve privates. He is addrefled by
the title of acbtbaar beer, or worthipful fir,
and his inferiors never approach him but

with the deepeft refpe&t.
To the Commandery of Bantam alfo be-
- long the refidencies, or fatories which the
Company poflefs, at Lampong Toulan Bau-
wang, and Lampong Samanca, both fituated
in the fouthern part of the ifland Swmatra.
Thefe are fubordinate or conquered pro-
vinces of the kingdom of Bantam, and yield
a confiderable quantity of pepper annually.
The officers of the Company who refide
there, are chiefly ftationed, in order to keep
a watchful eye upon the fpice, that it do
not fall into any other hands than their
own. They have both the rank of book
keepers, and have each a few foldiers, and
a non-commiflioned officer ywith them. The
refident at Toulan Bauwang, had been pub-
licly
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Iicly beheaded at Batavia two or three years
before ; he had caufed one of the grandees
of the king of Bantam, and who was his
deputy there, to be fhot dead in cold blocd.
The governor general did all that could be
done to fave his life, but the remonftrances
of the court of Bantam were fo ftrong and
prefling, that at laft he was obliged to be
put to death. He underwent the punifh-
ment with the greateft fortitude and compo-
fure. :

There are two other outpofts, which are
likewife taken from the garrifon of Bantam,
one at Anjer, or Aniar, and the other at
Feritta, both places in that kingdom, but
each confifts of no more than two men. .
They are chiefly fet, for the purpofe of
watching the thips that arrive, of which
they note down the names, and the places
whence they come, and immediately give
information of them, to the commandant at
Bantam, who, in his turn, tranfmits it to the
governor general at Batgvia. This is done
with refpeét to Dutch, as well as to foreign
veflels. .

The day after our arrival, the chefts of
money were taken from on board, and car-

F 4 ried
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ried on fhore ; part of the ballaft was dif-
charged, and every thing made ready to
fhip the pepper. This was begun to be
cffe€ted on the 15th of May, and on that
day we took on board, about 70,000 pounds
weight. The delivery of the pepper was
made out of the king’s warehoufes, fituated
near the river, after having been weighed
by one of his fervants, by weights of 250
pounds each, in the prefence of eight or
nine of +his snghebées, or princes, who took
an exa& account of the whole ¥ a fervant of
the Company deputed for that purpofe, and
one of my thip’s officers, being likewife pre-
fent, to prevent every kind of fraud, It was
afterwards carried down the river, in flat-
bottomed boats, and put on board, while a
guard was ftationed in every boat, to pre-
vent any pepper being ftolen ; for the Ban-
tammers are greatly addited to this vice.
Heavy goods are weighed here by bdbars,
each containing three picols, and thefe laft
are eftimated at one hundred and twenty-
five pounds.

While the loading of my ﬁnp was going
on, I now and then made an excurfion in-
Jand, together with the Company from Be-

tavia,
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tavia, to fore paffar, or market. In thefe,
on certain days of the week, all kinds of
goods, but more efpecially the country pro-
wvifions, are expofed for fale. We likewife
paid a vifit to a place, fituated about a Dutch
mile and a half out of the city, which is
called Grobbezak. It is an old and very
ruinous four-cornered building, ftanding on
a {quare piece of ground, of about ten or
eleven acres, furrounded with water whichis
three hundred feet broad. A bridge formerly
led to this little ifland, the remains of which
were ftill to be feen in the water; but at
prefent no one attempts to go over to it, for
fear of the alligators or crocodiles, which
inhabit the water. We, however, faw none
of thefe animals. The natives believe, that
no perfon could live in this building, on ac-
count of the evil fpirits which refide there.
It is, in all probability, a relic of the Portu-
guefe.  Sitting on a little eminence oppofite
to it, there is an echo, which plainly repeats
a word five or fix times.

Another day, we went to view the tomb
of one of the priucipal faints of the Ban-
tammers, This lay full twe Dutch miles
from the city, upon a hill, of about two

: hundred
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hundred feet high. Hard by is a little vil-
lage, called Bodjo Nogare. It is not far from
the fea, into which the rivulet which runs
clofe to it, difcharges itfelf. There is a
paffer or market, held here every Saturday,
. for provifions, cotton-yarn, capok *, and
other produétions of the land. At the top
of the hill which is called Pounong Santri,
from the name of the faint, ftands the tomb,
which is made of brick, and is no more
than twelve inche$ above the ground. At
the head and feet, ftand two cylindrical
ftones, of three feet in height, like fmall
pillars, which the Javanefe cover with a
piece of white cotton cloth, in hgnour of
their faint. The whole is furrounded by a
kind of low white ftone wall, raifed a little .
higher than the tomb. The natives pay
extraordinary refpect to-this holy repofitory
of the dead, and would not fuffer any one ta

* Capok, is the denomination given to the cotton, which
inclofes the feed, in the capfule of the filk-cotton-tree (fombax
pentandrum), and is not ufed for {pinning, but for making
matraffes, bolfters and pillows. The other cotton is the pro-
duce of a perennial fhrub gofypium berbaceum). Its feed-
veflels contain a very fine cotton, called capas, which is woven
into an infinite number of cotton and calligo pieces, of various
degrees of finenefs. T.

. commit
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commit an indecorous action, or eafe nature,
mear it, without fevere punithment. They
are perfuaded, that even if any animal were
to void its excrement upon the tomb, it
would inftantly drop down dead. Their
Jegends relate, that this faint walked dry-
thod over the fea, in the prefence of a mul-
titude of faithful muffelmen, and could pafs
many days and nights, without taking any
kind of nourithment. Clofe by the tomb
there is a thady tree, round which a cubebs-
plant, which produces the long pepper, twines
its luxuriant branches.

Shortly after our arrival at Bantam, Mr. .
Van TETs, and the company that were
with him, had afked leave to pay their re-
{pefts to the king, and the 17th of May
was fixed upon, for that purpofe.

Accordingly, on that day, three of the
king’s courtiers, magnificently arrayed in
the Javanefe fathion, came to fetch the
company, at the head of whom was the
commandant ReiNouTts, while 1 likewife
made part of it. The garrifon of fort Speel-
2oyk was under arms, and drawn out in two
files, from the commandant’s houfe to the
gate, whither we had to walk between

. : them.



{.76 7]

them. - Having paflfed .the drawbridge of
the fort, we found there in waiting, three of
the king’s coaches, with European coach-
men, dreffed in his livery, which is yellow,
with red flowers. The deputies from the
court, defired the company to take their
places, ip the fecoaches. In the firft, were
feated the ladies of the company; in the
jecond, was the commandant ReiNquTs, and
Mr. Van TETs, eforted by the ufual guard
of the former, confifting in twelve grena-
diers, and preceded by ten of the king’s
bodyguards; and in the third coach, followed
_ the reft of the company.

We rode in this order, over the Paftébaan,
as far as the drawbridge of fort Diamond,
where we left our equipages ; and cdming

_over the bridge, found part of the fultan’s
bodyguards, likewife ranged in two files, as
far as the gate of the fort. They were
armed with half-pikes, and were naked
down to their middle, which was girded by
a piece of dark blue or .blackith cotton
cloth, which came round between their legs,
and hung about half way down their thighs.
While we were paffing between their
ranks, the gomgoms, and other Indian mufical
inftruments,
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inftruments, were played. Coming to the
_ gate of the fort, we were met by the king,
who took the commandant RE1NouTs, and
Mr. VAN TEeTs, by the hand, and led them
in, while we flowly followed in proceffion.
Within the gate, ftood the guard under
arms, and the drums were beat inccﬁ'antly.
There were befides two trumpeters ftationed
at the entrance of the palace, and drefled
in the king’s livery, who founded a lufty
peal of wind-mufic. o

The entrance to the palace, is through an
arched gateway ; the plaiftering of which
was, in all likelihood, once of a white hue,
but now appeared very black and dirty. It
had, upon the whole, more the appearance
of a prifon than of a regal palace, and gave
me but a very indifferent idea of the infide.
Paffing hence, we came into a large hall, -
which feemed, to the eye, to be about fifty-
five or fixty feet in length, and of about
half that breadth, with a tolerably lofty ciel-
ing, built archwife, and feemingly wain-
fcoted. The walls were whitewathed, but
looked very dirty, fo that it was eafily to be
feen that little attention was paid to them.
The floor was paved, diamondwife, with
) . " fquare

S
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fquare red tiles. The light and air were let
in, on the north fide, through three windows,
and two large: doors, opening towards the
inner buildings of the court, which wore
- likewife not the moft inviting appearance.
The door by which we entered, was at
the lower end of the hall; at the other end,
was another, leading to the remaining apart-
ments. Near it ftood a couch,-covered with
yellow fatin; and alfo a kind of bedftead,
with doors; the whole lacquered in the
Chinefe fathion. A little lower, was an ob-
long fquare table, with a yellow cover,
adorned with red flowers; and on it ftood
three large chafed filver dithes, with frs
leaves, areca nut, and the further requifites
for the preparation: of pinang *. Againft
the wall, were two fide-tables, with beau~
tiful marble flabs; and between them, chairs

¥ Pinang is the name of the kernel of the areca-nut (areca
cathecu) ; but it feems likewife to mean, the mixture of the
ingredients they ufe for maftication. The /i leaves are betel
leaves (piper betel). Into one of thefe leaves, a piece of the
areca-nut, which is generally divided into fix parts, one of
which ferves at a time, being put, with a little lime, the leaf
is folded together, and kept in the mouth till all the ftrength
is drawn out of it. The univerfality of the pracice of chew-
ing betel and areca, throughout the eaft, is well known. 7.

of
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of walnut-tree wood, made in the European
fathion.

At the lower end of the room, was a large
mat of {plit rattans, fpread upon the floor,
on which the king’s courtiers, with the

prince, or prime minifter, who had the ad-
" miniftration of the empirey at their head,
fat down upon their heels, as foon as we
had taken our places.at the table. The
king, having led the two abovementioned
gentlemen into the room, placed himfelf
upon a raifed chair, at the upper end of the
table. Next to him, on the left hand, hav-
ing his face turned towards the windows,"
fat the commandant ReiNours, then Mr.
Van TETs, and the other gentlemen of the
company. On the oppofite fide of the table,
on the right hand of the king, fat his firft
queen, the mother of the prince, heir ap-
parent of the crown ; next to her was Mrs.
Van TETs, then the fecond queen, then
followed the lady fecond in rank of our
company, then the third queen, then again
onc of our ladies, and the fourth queen,
and next to her, the laft on that fide, fat a
littie boy, the fon of Mr. VAN TETs.

The two firft of thefe queens feemed to

be
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be already pretty far advanced in years, but
the two others were younger, and, though
fomewhat brown, looked very well; yet I
remarked fome of the female flaves, who
ferved us, who were incomparably hand-
fomer and fairer than any of the four legal
wives of the king. Their drefs too, had not
any thing peculiarly graceful in it, confifting
in long chintz kabays, or robes, of a fuffici-
ent fine quality it is true, hut hanging loofe
down to the feet, in the Indian fafthion, as I
fhall hereafter more particularly defcribe.

Their hair, which was of a jetty black,
was combed fmooth up over the head, and
faftened behind with a wreath, which is
here commonly called a condé, richly adorned
likewife with gold and jewels. They fat on
chairs, in the fame manner as we do, al-
though this is quite contrary to the general
cuftom of the orientals, who every where
are ufed to fit with their legs croffed under
them. Thefe ladies were very talkative,
and converfed much with ours in the Malay
language, while the chewing of dete/ or pi-
.mang was not forgotten, either by the Indian
fultanas, or the Dutch ladies.

The king, who was addrefled by the title

' of
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of Toueng Sultan, or My Lord the King,
appeared to me to be a man of between
forty-five and fifty years of age. His colour
was a cheftnut-brown, with a friendly coun-
tenance, which was not belied by his man- -
ners or behaviour. He had a little beard,
and black hair, curling a little: he feemed
more inclined to fparenefs than to corpu-
lency. His drefs confifted in a long Moorith
coat, made of a certain ftuff, interwoven
- with gold, which is manufattured at Surat,
and is called jfoesgies. This hung down al-
moft to his feet. The fleeves, which were
loofe and wide above the elbow, fet clofe to
the lower part of the arm, where they were
faftened by a row of fmall gold buttons.
Under this coat, he wore a white thirt, and
a pair of drawers, that reached down to his
heels, of the fame ftuff as the coat. On
his feet he had Turkifh thoes drawn on flip-
thod, the forepart of which was turned up-
wards; and white' ftockings on his legs.
His head was covered by a round, and
fomewhat fharp-pointed, cap, of a violet
colour, laced with filver. Behind his chair
ftood one of his female lifeguards, who was
relieved from time to timé, armed with a

VOL. I. g large
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farge gold 4ris, in a fheath of maffy gold,
which fhe continually kept raifed on high;
and which the king, when he ftood up to
coriduét us out, took from her, and put un-
der his arm. Two female flaves, one on
each fide, were feated next to him on the
ground. One of thefe, held his tobacco-box
and his betel-box, both of which were made
of gold, and of a pretty large fize. When
he wanted either the one or the other, it
was handed to him, wrapped up in-a filk
handkerchief. The other female attendant,
had a golden fpitting-pot in her hand, which
fthe handed from time to timne to his majefty,
as he ftood in need of this utenfil.

As foon as we were feated, pipes and
tobacco were prefented to us; after which
the commandant REiNouTs and Mr. VAN
TETs entered into converfation with the
king, on indifferent fubjefts, in the Malay
language. Hereupon the king called the
pangorang, or prince, prime minifter, who, -
as 1 have before mentioned, was fitting at
the lower end of the hall, at the head of the
nobles, to come to him. He accordingly
crept along the floor, till he came near the
king's chair, where he remained fitting on

the
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the ground, anfwering- the queftions which
the king put to him. He often replied
with the word snghi, which is the Javanefe
affirmative, yes; but as I underftood little
of the language which was fpoken, I was
neither edified nor entertained by the dia-
logue. :

About half paft eleven o’clock, the cloth,
which confifted in a white piece of cotton,
was laid upon the table ; and in a moment
it was provided with a number of fmall
dithes, filled with all kinds of Indian food,
drefled in various manners. The chief in-
gredients of moft of them were, however,
fith and poultry, varied by numerous fauces,
according to the cuftom of the country, of
fugar, vinegar, or tamarinds. A fquare
fcarlet woollen cloth, was laid upon the ta-
ble before the king, and upon this, the dithes
were placed which were defigned folely for
his ufe, and of which he ate heartily. With
regard to myfelf, it was only with the great-
eft difficulty, I could fwallow a part of what
was fct befare me, which was fith preferved
in fugar, and which indeed I fhould not
have touched at all, if politenefs had not

required that I fhould tafte of fomething.
G2 Mr.

-
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Mr. Rerxours had taken care to provide
- himfelf with a few bottles of wine and beer,
which it would elfe, have been in vain, to
have looked for, at the king’s table, and we
could therefore, now and then, indulge in &
glafs of thofe liquors, during the dinner.
The king frequently broke wind upwards,
during his meal, and his example was affi-

duoufly followed by all the gentlemen in

company, which afforded matter of no litde

furprize to me. But I afterwards was in=

formed, that this cuftom, fo contrary to Eu-
ropean notions of decency, was an etiquette

~of the court of Bantam, and was affeéted, in-

order to thew that one’s appetite was good,
and the vi€tuals tafteful, which was very
pleafing to'the king.

After this courfe was taken away, three
large dithes of confeftionary and paftry
were put upon the table ; and thefe wers
more to my liking than what had pre-
ceded ; but neither the king, nor his queens,
. feemed to care much about them.

In the mean time, fome large china bowls
_with boiled rice, and fome dithes of fith,

which came from our table, were fet be-

fore the nobles,. who were at the end of
5 the
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the hall, and who fpecdily emptied them,
with continual crufations, which echoed
through the hall ; after which, they again
fat down as-before, upon their heels, each
according to his rank. Qn their right hand,
but feparate from them, fat the fecond fon
of the king, who feemed to be a youth of
about feventeen or eighteen years of age, of
a good countenance, but {quinting a little.
- I was told, that he poffefled a good judg-
ment, and more, underftanding and abilities
than the heir apparent. This prince had
his vi@uals brought him, at the fame time
with the nobles, but feparately; and he
. was attended by a female flave, who fat by
him. .
About two o’clock, we rofe from table,
and took our leave of the king, who condu&-
ed us out, in the fame manner as he had led
us in, as far as the gate of the fort, followed
by the prince, his fon, who led the coun-
fellor MeyEeR by the hand ; the whole ac-
companiéed by the continued performance
of mufic, by the gomgoms, trumpets, &c.
Without the gate, the'king took his leave,
and returned to his palace, and we went
over the cfplanade, and the drawbridge, to
¢3 the
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the fame coaches in which we had come,
and which carried us back to Fort Spee/-
wyk.

Two days aftcrwards, it was announced
to us, that the king would ride that day
in proceflion, dreffed in his pontifical robes,
from the fort to the great temple, or mofque,
to perform the fervice of their religion. Cu-
rious to behold this ceremony, we tode, at
noon, to Fort Dsamond, and took our places,
{o that we could fee his majetty, ﬁcp into his
coach.

About half paﬁ twelve, he came out of the
palace, drefled in a white facerdotal robc
which was large and wide, and was faftened
round his waift by a girdle. On his head
he wore a large white turban, and on his
feet large {lippers, embroidered with gold.
His coach was drawn by only two horfes.
As foon as he entered it, the hereditary
prince and his brother, who were both
drefled in a fimilar manner to -the king,
put their fhoulders under the axletree of
the hind wheels, as if they were going te
lift up the carriage, and remained in that
pofture, till his majefty rode on. A horfe
of ftate, richly capanfoncd was, led by the

hand
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hand before the coach. Clofe behind it,
followed the heir appatent, on foot, under
a fambreel, or funfhade, of ftate, and behind
him, were carried three other funthades, un-
der which no one went. Next camg the
prince, prime minifter, but without a /fam-
breel; and after him, followed the brother of
the heir appareat, and the other grandees of
the court, with a numerous retinue of {laves,
carrying each fome utenfil of wrought gold,
for the fervice of the king, as his tobaccobox,
his hetelbox, his {pittingpot, kriffes, &c.
and during the whole time, their ufual mufic
was not omitted ; and the drum was beat ine °

ceflantly.
When the king’s carriage came upon the
drawbridge, a gun was fired from the fort,
to give notice to the people, who were af-
fembled in great numbers on the Pafcébaan,
of the king’s approach, who taking a turn.
over that field, rode on to the temple. His
guards were ftationed in two rows, rcaching
acrofs the plain to the temple, with their
faces turned from the proceffion. In a little
lefs than an hour, the king returned in the
fame order, and with the fame ceremonies,
only when he came near to the fort, his
G4 guards,
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guards, part of. whom were armed with
firelocks, fired four volleys, which were an-
{wered by a gun from the fort. The king
was received within the fort, by the Com-
pany’s garrifon, with drums beating, and
colours flying ; and thus ended the proceflion.
I omitted before to mention, the reafon
why the heir apparent was not prefent,
when we paid our vifit to the king, That
- prince was then gone out upon a party of
pleafure, to the neighbouring iflands, ta take
the diverfion of fithing. We faw him en-
ter the river the next day, with a retinue of
twenty-eight {mall veflels, all decorated with
flags and ftreamers. That wherein his wo-
men were, was covered all round, fo that
nothing could be feen within it, All thefe
veflels were crouded with people. The
prinee frequently made fuch excurfjons, as
I was informed, but never without obtain-
ing the previous permiffion of the king, his

father.
~ In the mean time, the fupply and thipment
of pepper, went on fo rapidly, that on the
28th of May, my fhip received the laft of
her cargo on board, This confifted of 3,010
bbars, or 1,128,840 pounds of black, and
g 8 bbar. Sy
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8 bbars, or 3,000 pounds of white, pepper.
Every thing being ready, we weighed an-
chor on the joth of May, about four o’clock
in the morning, and fet fail, faluting Fort
Speelwyk with thirteen guns, whence the
fame number was returned, as the enfign
was again hoifted from our top. The com-
mandant ReiNouTs remained on board till
the nextmorning, when he took leave of the
company. ' .
Having wind and tide againft us, we
anchored at noon under Pulo Baby. We
were joined here, by the Company’s thips,
Ouderamfiel, Ganzenboef, Cornelta ‘facoba,
and Ritthem ; the two firft coming from the
chamber * Amfterdam, the third from
' . Horn,

* The adminiftration of the Dutch Eaft-India Company,
is, in Holland, divided between fix boards, or cbembers; hav-
ing feffion at different places, wiz. one at Amperdam, which
being the moft confiderable, is called the prefidial chamber ;
this is compofed of twenty-four dire@ors, of whom eighteen
are chofen by the magiftrates of A.ifferdam, four by the cities
of Dort, Harlem, Leyden, and Gouday and the two others by

* the provinces of Gelderland and Friefland ; befides thefe, there
are four of the chief proprictors, who, in certain cafes, bave
fefion with the dire®ors: the chamber of Mddleburgh is
the fecond in rank; it has thirteen dire&ors, twelve chofen
by the cities of Zecland, and the thirteenth by the province

of
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Horn, and the laft from Delft. They had
left Holland the 2d of Oc¢tober, of the pre-
ceding.

of Gelderland, and two of the chief proprietors have feffion
with them; next, the chamber of Delfz, has feven direQors,
fix nominated by the regency of the town, and the feventh
by the province of Ower-¥fel: the chamber of Rotterdam,
which is the fourth in rank, has eight dire@ors, {even elefted
by that city, and the eighth by Dors : that of Horm, is com-
pofed of feven direftors, fix belonging to Hern, and the
feventh deputed from the city of Alémaar, and one of the
chief proprietors here, has equally a feat in the diretion : the
chamber of Enkbuizen, which is the laft in ordet, has like-
wife feven direQors, fix nominated by the regency of the
city, and’ the feventh by the body of nobility of the pro-
vince of Holland; while alfo one of the chief proprietors has
feflion with the directors. The places where thefe'chambers
affemble being all feaports, a certain number of fhips is dif-
patched from each, the equipment of which, with the nomi-
nation of the captains and officers, are effcéted by thefe local
affemblies, ' who likewife have the direcion concerning the
outward cargoes, determine of what they fhall confift, and
provide and fhip them in courfe. But the fupreme and
general direftion of all the affairs of the Company, is vefted
in what is called the Aflembly of Seventeen, which confifts
of feventeen direfors, deputed, eight from the chamber of
.« nferdam, four from that of Mddlc&urgb; one from each of
the others, and one alternately by each of thefe four laft.
This affembly meets three times a year, and is held for fix
following years at Amflerdam, and the two enfuing years at
DMiddleburgh. Tn their firft fitting, they deliberate refpect-
ing the fale of fpices, and the dividends to be made to the
proprietors ; in the fecond, refpefting the orders to be fent
out to ladia, and the anfwers to be given to the difpatches

received
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ceding year. “We received their falute of
thirteen guns, and returned it with eleven.

We failed again the next day, but made
very little progrefs.

On the 1t of June, we tacked, and failed
again towards the eaft, anchoring in the

evening, clofe to Menfcheneeters, or Cannibal
Iland.

~ On the 2d, we proceeded on our voyage
3n the morning, and caft anchor in the even-
ing, by the point of Ontong Fava.

r.tceived thence; and in the third, thcy‘ﬁx the autumn fales,
and determine the number of fhips that fhall be fent out, the
expedition of which muft then be effefted by the refpeQive
chambers. This affembly of feventeen, appoints likewife the
principal officers, who are at the head of the Company’s affairs
in India., There is likewife a council of ten directors, which
meets from time to time at the Hague; but as it ferves merely
gs a council, and has no hand in the dire&ion itfelf, otherwife,
than in piving advice, and in being the medium through
which the Company communicates with the States General,
jt is not neceffary to enlarge concerning it.

This was the form of adminiftration of the Dutch Eaft-
India Company, before the late revolution in Holland; what
alterations may be made in it, or whether the Company will
continye in exiftence, is, in the prefent unfettled ftate of af-
fairs in that country, impoffible to fay : we only know that
the Company’s charter expired fome years ago; but being
provifionally continued, upon the old footing, by the late go-
vernment, the new one came laft year to a refolution, that it
$hould be continued, in the fame way, for one year longer. 7.

The
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The 3d, we were obliged to remain at an.
chor there, both wind and tide being againft
us. ‘
On the 4th, we anchored at noon, by the
ifland Scbiedam, where Mr. Van TeTs and -
his company left the thip, and went up to
Batavia, in boats which had been fent thence
to fetch him.. We fired a parting falute of
thirteen guns, and ftruck the enfign from
the maintop. At five o’clock, P.M. we ¢ame
to an anchor under the ifland Onruf?, where
the thip wastobe unloaded : the fame evening,
I went up to Batavia, to inform the governor
general of my return from Bantam, and
learnt from his excellency, that my fhip was
appointed to be fent to Bengal, thence to re-
turn again to Batavia,

CHAP-
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CHAPTER 1IV.

Appointment of a new DireSor in BENCAL~De-
parture from Batavia for BENcAL.—A Comet
obfervgd.—View of ORi1xA.—Pagodss.— Poins
PavLmiras.—Banks before the Entrance of the
Ganers.—View of the Ilfland Sacor.—In-
6ELLER.—Fine Trafls of Country.—Village called
DovEer.—7be Old Gaxces.—dnchorage before
Furtasn.

ON the 18th of July, Mr. B. V. T——
was appointed by the coyncil of India, to be
dire&tor of the Company’s trade in the king-
doms of Bengal, Babar, and Orixa, in the
room of Mr. G. L. V » who had given
in his refignation of that office, in order to
return to Europe ; which, however, he was
dire@ed to do, by way of Batavia, that he
might render account to the council, of his
adminiftration. There were three other
thips going to Bengal, but Mr. F pre= -
ferred to take his paffage, on board of the
Snoek, the one I commanded. Our de-
parture was fixed for the 12th of Auguft,
which was full a moath and a half earlier
than
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than I had expeted ; my firft deftination
having been, to have taken Malacca in my
way, whlthcr the fhips do not fail, tnll the lat-
ter end of September.

In the mean time, the cargo had been
fanded, and the fhip had been repaired, at
the ifland Onruff,whence the returned to the
road of Batavia, in the beginning of Auguft,
to take in her loading, for the fa&ory in
Bengal.

On the 12th of Auguft, accordingly, Mr.
F left the caftle at Batavia, at fix
o'clock in the morning, accompanied by
fome of the members of the government
as far as the waterfide, where, with two
gentlemen, deputed for that purpofe, by the
governor general, he embarked in a boat,

hich waited for him, and came on board -
about feven o’clock ; the yards were manned
in his honour, but no falute was fired.. With
him came his lady, and their little boy, with
a number of flaves, both male and female.
The crew of my fhip confifted in feventy-
four European failors, and thirty-one Moors
or lafcars.

We weighed anchor, about eight o’clock,
apd fet fail, fleering towards the ifland Oz-

ruft.
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rafi. We faluted the road with thirteen
guns, which was returned by the admiral
or flag-thip with three. At nine o’clock,
having paffed the fand of Réynland, com-
monly called the Commandant’s Robe, we
hoifted the flag, at the maintop, which was
the mark of diftintion granted to the direc-
tor F by the governor general, though
only by fpecial favour ; for in the quality of
direftor, he might only bear a pendant at
the mafthead. The governor general too,
had direfted me not to hoift the flag, before
we had reached the above place. \

It falling calm about ten o’clock, we were
obliged to come to an anchor, and to lie
full, tll five p.M. when we again made
fdil, and at eight, anchored by the ifland On-
rufl.

The weather continuing unfavourable, we
remained at anchor the next day, and took
in fome leagers of frefh water that had been
fent after us from Batavia. A thunderftorm
had done much damage to the powder ma-
gazine here, three days before; the roof
had been” wholly carried away, and the
bunldmg had been ﬁruck by the lxght-

ning ;

I
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ning ; providentially there was no powder
in it, at the time.

On the 14th of Auguft, at fuarife, we
- weighed anchor, and fet fail, with an caft-
erly wind, direing our courfe between the
point of Onmteng fava, and the ifland Mid-
dleburgh, and afterwards between Men-
feheneeters, or Cannibal Hland, and the Great
Combuss, or Furnace, towards the point of
Bantam. In the evening, about eight o’clock,
we anchored abreaft of the bay of Bantem,
not daring to proceed farther, in this thoaly
water, during the dark.
- At four in the morning, the next day, we
again got under fail, and came up to the
flland Dwars in den Weg, or Middle lfe,
about noon, where the guard from the bay
of Anjer came on. board ; of whom we
bought fome. turtles as a refrethment. The
wind remaining favourable during the after-
noon and night, we fteered for the Ifland
Kraketau, and then between Prince’s ifland,
and the Flat point of Sumatra, out to fea.

At funrife, the next day, we could juft fee
Prince’s lfland; whence taking our laft ob-

fervation, we fet our courfe, w.s.w. as far
as
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as the eighth degree of fouth latitude, and
thence fteered due weft, making much pro-
grefs, with an uniformly fteady s.e. wind,
blowing in frefh gales, till “on the 26th of
Auguft, when our computed longitude was
102} degrees eaft from Teneriffe, or full 2 50
leagues weft from the ftraits of Sumda, and
thence we failed N.w. and afterwards north
as far ax the line, which we paffed on the 2d
of September.

On the 3oth of Auguft, about half paft’
four in the morning, we faw, in the eaft-
ern portion of the heavens, a comet, with a
tail extended. towards the w.s.w. of about
eight or ten degrees in length, and refem- -
bling a feather in form. The comet ap-
. peared like a ftar of the fecond magnitude,
but a little hazy. Its fituation was between
orson and faurus. Its diftance, according to
a rough obfervation of Venus, was 50° 39,
and full ¢5° from the fun; its exaét alti-
tude above the horizon, was at that time
69°, and its longitude 62° 21'. ~We were,
by the fhip’s reckoning, in 3° 52‘ fouth lati-
tude, and about 100° caft longitude.

On the 14th of September, at four o’clock
in the morning, I found that fince the zoth

VoL. I. H of
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of Auguft, and thus in the fpate of fifteen
days, the comet had approached the fun
about §4°, making full 31 degrees per day.
After that time, 1 did not fee it again in
the morning; for the fky was remarkably
hazy, and befet with clouds at the time of
its rife ; and when afterwards the {ky be-
came clear, it was loft in the rays of the
morning. In the beginning of November,
we faw it again in the weft, but much
paler than before ; the tail too did not ex-
tend fo far to the eaft, as it had done to the
weft, and fhortly afterwards it difappeared
entirely.

It was om the fame 3oth of Auguft, that
the eaft wind failed us, and blew in a weft-
erly direétion, between w.N.w. and w.s.w.
with heavy fqualls, at intervals, and thunder
and lightning, till we had got two or three
degrees to the north of the line, where we
experienced more fteady weather.

We met with many ripplings of currents
‘hereabouts, and faw many of the birds,
called cutwaters *, and likewife pintados.

.In 14° north latitude, we obferved, at fun-

* Rygchopfalia.
rife,
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rife, a great change in the colour of the
water, and immediately founded, but found
no ground with a line of a hundred fathoms.
In the evening, the fea refumed its natural
colour.

The sth of September, we were in the la-
titude of the ifland of Ceylon, which we left
juft out of fight, to the weftward. At fun-
fet, we even thoughg that we caught a
glimpfe of the land, but we were not at all
certain about it. '

On the 12th, we again obferved the fea
to be difcoloured, but ftill found no ground at
a hundred and feventy-five fathoms. Many
birds now flew near the thip, amorng which
were fome pylflaarts, or tropic-birds *, with
black wings, and a few land-birds ; and in
the night we heard a great noife of birds.
Bemelipatnam, on the coaft of Coromandel,
wasthen,according to our eftimation, N.N.W.
from us, at the diftance of twenty-five
leagues.

The next day, we fteered due north, in
order to fall in with the land, but met'with
nothing, except fea and rockweed, floating
upon the water. g

* Phacton ethereus.
H2 On
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On thé 14th, we fteered for the land
§.w. under a prefs of fail, and about feven
o'clock, p.M. we difcovered the coaft of
O#ixa, being the land of Pondy. It appears
at firft with three hummocks, feparated from
€ach other. We had then no bottom, with
a line of a hundred. fathoms, and found no
change of colour ih the water; but in the
afternoon, we foungpd in feventy fathoms,
bluith clay. In the evening, we were abreaft
of the hill of Carepare, four or five leagues
from the land, and found that fince our
laft obfervation, at Prince’s Ifland; wé had
deviated, one and twenty leagues more to
the eaft, than we computed by the thip’s
reckoning. The fhore is not high, but has
fandhills at intervals, between which the
land appears covered with trees. In pafling
along the coaft, two large pagodas, or heathen
temples, make their appearance. One of
thefe is call the pagoda of Jagernate, and
equals any temple of the Gentoos in all In-
doftan. ‘

Thefe pagodas are faid to contain im-

- menfe riches, from the innumerable con-

fluence of penitents and pilgrims, whe repair
- thither from all parts, and depofit rich pre-
fents
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fents in them, each according to his abilis
ties, in order to obtain remiffion of their fins,
It is further related, that the pagoda of Fa-

gernate, was built by a certain corfair of
that name, who, having amaffed immenfe
riches by his piratical excurfions, erected.
this fanétuary, as a compenfation to heaven

for his mifdeeds. The period, however,

when this happened, feems to be now en-

tirely forgotten. This temple appears from

the fea like a lofty, but obtufe, fteeple, while

the .other, has fome refemblance to a two-
maft veflel under fail.

" We did not get much farther the next
day, on account of its falling calm; and at .
funfet, we found ourfelves before the mouth
of the river of Mirzapour, about two leagues
from the fhore, which had a very pleafant

“appearance, being every where covered with
trees. Our latitude at noon had been 19°
48 north.

‘The following day, in the afternoon,
finding that the currents, fetting to the
fouthward, drove us greatly back, we were
obliged to come to an anchor, in feventeen
fathoms, full two leagues off thore. In the
night, we hailed an Englith fnow, who told

"H3 s,
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us, they came from Calcutta, and were bound
to the coaft of Coromandel.

We were obliged to remain here at an-
‘chor, till the 18th of that month, when the
force of the current was much abated, and
we again fet fail, but found ourfelves under
the neceflity of working farther down, the -
wefterly winds having ¢hanged, and begin-
ning to blow from the eaft. We, however,

“were able to get to windward of Point
Palmiras, in the night between the 19th
and 3oth, and at daybreak, coming in fight
of the Dutch pilotboats, that were cruizing
here to meet the fhips that were expeéted,
‘we tcok a pilot on board. In the afternoon,
we faw the high land of Ballafore, and an-
chored at funfet, before the outermoft bank
of the Ganges. Hcre we could not fee the
land on any fide. ‘ '

There are two banks, or fands, which lie
to the weftward of the weftern mouth of the
Ganges, or Hougly River, and which extend
from the land, about eight or ten leagues
out to fea. 'What is called the head, or the
fouthernmoft of them, commences with the
depth of ten fathoms, but fhoals fuddenly to
four, and three and a half,

Ships
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Ships failing into the river, are obliged to
run ftraight acrofs thefe ‘banks, the found-
ings upon and between which, ferve for
marks to the pilots, to find the buoys which
lie in the channel, leading to the entrance
of the river, by Ingellee. If in failing over
a thip runs aground, fhe is in the greateft
danger of being entirely loft. The ground
is a hard fand, that aéts with a ftrong fuétion.
Thefe banks are, in confequence, never pafl-
ed but at the very time of high water, and,
for greater fecurity, a pilotboat always fails
about half, or three quarters of a league
ahead, founding, and making fignals of the
depth; while, when the pilots are of opi-
_ nion that the water will not rife high enough,
they rather keep the thips at anchor before
the banks, till they can carry them over in
perfeft fafety.’

On the 21ft of September, at half paft
eight, p.M. the pilotboat having made the
fignal that there was a fufficient depth of
water upon the bank, we weighed anchor,
and got under fail. Our fhip drew twenty
feet, and we pafled the firft bank in the
depth of twenty-eight, and the fecond in

| H 4 twenty-
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twenty-four feet water. At noon, being
between the two banks, we were in north
latitude 21° 19’, and at four o’clock p.M. we
came to an anchor in the channel, by the
buoy of Boero Baly.

The next morning, about f{even o’clock,
we again made fail, fteering N.N.E. Atten,
we faw the ifland Sagor, which we left up-
on our right. This ifland is long and low,
and is efteemed facred by the inhabitants of
Bengal, who hold it in great veneration. A
little after noon, we pafled the road of In-
geliee, and we here began to fee land on both
fides of the river, having hitherto, from the
ifland Sagor, only had it on the right hand.
The land is here, at the mouth of the river,
very low, and on coming from fea, it is not
vifible farther .off than three leagues. At
three o’clock we paflfed the Fennegat, which
is the moft dangerous part of the naviga-
tion ; for if a fthip have the misfortune to
ftrike upon one of the thoals, that make the
channel here fo narrow, it muft be loft; as
‘was the cafe two or three years ago, with
‘the Company’s thip, the Lady Petronella, of
‘which only a part of the cargo was faved,

and
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and the hull of the thip was in a fhort time
entirely fwallowed up, by the fuction of the
quick-fand.

At funfet, we came to an anchor before the
channel of Cajoree, where a {mall veflel came
alongfide of us, by which I fent up the Com-
pany'’s papers to Hougly.

The following day, being the 23d of Sep-
tember, we weighed anchor -about nine
o’clock ».M. and failed with the flood higher
up the river,. in fix, five, and four fathom
water. The water was very thick and
muddy, occafioned by the rapid courfe of
the river, the afflux of which was now at
the higheft. In the channel, the bottom
was a foft mud, but the fhoals, which were
numerous, were a hard fand. At noon, we
pafled the Haze, or Hare Channel, which
has both fufficient depth and breadth to be
navigable by feathips. In 1768, the direc-
tor V fent {fome pilots, and other pro-
per perfons, to furvey this paffage, that, in
cafe of need, the Company’s thips might be
carricd to fea, through the fame, inftead of
through the Fennegat, and paft Ingellee ; but
coming to the end of the channel, that
entered the arm of the Ganges, which runs

by
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by Dacca, they conceived that the farther
progrefs to fea was not advifable to be at-
tempted by the Company’s fhips, by reafon
of the many fandbanks, of which they had
no certain knowledge ; and the examination
ended here. The greateft part of the goods
which are conveyed from the laftmentioned
city to Hougly, pafs through this channel®.

Having proceeded thus far, the water
deepened to ten and eleven fathoms, but the
bottom was nothing but mud.

Hitherto, the land which we had failed by,
was an uninhabited wildernefs, abounding in
tigers, and other wild beafts. The banks of
the river were moftly covered with under-
wood ; but beyond the Hare Channel, we
began to fee a few houfes and hamlets of the
Bengalefe inhabitants, {cattered along them.

Inland, we beheld large level fields, fome
parts of which were cultivated ; and between
them were green paftures, which afforded a

#* From its fituation in the map which accompanies this
relation, the channel here mentioned would feem to be that,
which, in the Englith maps, is called the Baratulla, or Channel
Creek, though the circumftance of its entering the river which
runs by Dacca, indicates that it muft either be, or have a com«
munication with, what we call the Baliagat Paffage through the

Weodso T. ‘
| maft
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moft agreeable profpet as we failed by. The
higher up the river we advanced, the finer
the country became : at times, we faw herds
of a hundred head of cattle grazing in the
paftures.

At three o’clock in the afternoon, we
pafled a village called Dover, where the
Englith have built fome warehoufes, and a
faCtory. There is a good and fafe anchorage
before it, which is much frequented by their
thips, feveral of which we found lying here:
clofe to it, a channel, called the S4rimp Chan-
nel, which runs far round into the country,
falls into the river. At funfet we were
obliged, by the contrary wind and tide, to
come to an anchor at Buffals Point, juft
below a place which the inhabitants call
Adam'’s-tomb, and which is diﬁinguiﬂ)able
by a delightful grove of fine trees.

The wind and tide prevented us from
leaving this place, till the next day, about
three o’clock in the afternoon, when we
fet our fails, but did not keep them long
bent, on account of a rifing thundertorm,
‘which was accompanied by a violent fquall,
and which forced us to come to an anchor,
two hours afterwards, a little below the O/d

Ganges,
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Ganges, having, the whole of the night, - much
thunder and hightning.

. The following day, at daybreak, we
heaved the anchor, but could only loofen it,
‘without bringing ‘it home to the fhip; ands
by the narrownefs of the channel, occafioned
by the numerous fandbanks, as well as by the
rapidity of the ftream, we were obliged to
drive up with the flood, ftern foremoft,
dragging our -anchor along the bottom, and
at feven o’clock we paffed the O/d Ganges,
as it is called by the pilots. -

This river takes its rife {o far inland, that
no one has, as yet, been up it, as far as its
fource, as the pilots and other intelligent
people informed me *. The place where it
unites with the true Ganges, is very unfafe
for veflels going up or down the river, far
there are dangerous fandbanks before it, and
‘the tide runs, at floodtime, with a ftrong
current into it, and ebbs .equally violently

# The whole courfe of the river Rooprarain, which is
falfely called the O/d Ganges, is accurately laid down in
Major RenNeLL’s Maps of Bengal; by the: confultation
‘of which, the paucity of geographical information,
-refpeing that country, in this work, may be amply
fupplied. 7. ‘

5 out,
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out. Juft before I left Bengal, the Englifh
were intending to ere@ a battery of heavy
cannon, on the point made by the confluence
of thefe rivers, in order to command the
Ganges, and to be able to prevent any veflels
from coming up it. It is certain, that along
the whole courfe of the river, a more fuitable
{pot for this purpofe, could not be hit upon,
for thips pafling it, have enough to do to .
work their fails, to avoid ftriking upon the

fands, or being drawn into the O/d Ganges,

and are thus wholly unable to defend them-

felves from any attack.

When we had pafled this place, we came.
in fight of our Company’s fthips lying at an-
chor before Fultah, who, as foon as they faw
the enfign flying from our top, faluted us with
féventeen guns, which we returned with
fifteen. About half . paft eight o’clock, '
when the flood was fpent, we came to an
anchor by the Lime Channel. Shortly after-
wards, the equipagie meefler (comptroller
of equipment) of Hougly, came on board, to
welcome the direftor F ; this gentle-
man informed us, that an Englifh Eaft-India
‘Company’s fhip had, eight days ago, been
wrecked upon the {feabanks, at the mouth of

the
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the river ; her cargo, to the value of thirteen
tons of gold*, was entirely loft, and only
forty of the crew faved.

The enfuing day, being the 26th of Sep-
tember, we again got under fail, at funrife,
and anchored at nine o’clock, before Fultab,
in fix fathoms water ; we found lying here,
the Company’s thips, the Cornelia Hillegonda,
Captain I. S. Hoeve; the Land s-welfare,
Captain S. Boru ; and the Ritzbem, Captain
A. VAN per WEYDE; the firft from
Europe, and the two laft from Batavia.
The two firft faluted us with nineteen, and
the laft with fifteen guns, and we returned a
falute of nineteen. At eleven o’clock, a
deputation from the Council of Hougly
came on board, to congratulate the direétor
F on his arrival, and to condu& him to
Hougly, bringing with them the Company’s
great budgerow, or yacht, in which the
diretor was to proceed up the river.—I fhall
be more explicit, refpefting thefe veflels, in
my obfervations on Bengal.

This deputation confifted of three of the
members of the council, two of whom were

% A ton of gold is 100,000 gilders; thus, at firr.—per
pound fterling, thirteen tons of gold are nearly 120,000l. 7.

' . accompanied
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accompanied by their ladies. ‘They dined on
board, and ftayed till four o'clock in the
afternoon, when they embarked with Mr.

F——, his lady, and child, in the great .
budgerow, and departed with the flood up to
Hougly. At the fame time,' a falute of one-
and-twenty guns was fired from my thip,
and the flag was ftruck from the maintop,
followed by nincteen, feventeen, and fifteen

guns from the other fhips, which concluded
the ceremony.

CHAP-
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CHAPTER V.

Paffage up to CiNsURAH —Sitge of that Place by
the Nabod.—Caufes of this Mifunderfiauding.—
The Siege raifed—Fine Profpeiis alomg tbe
Gan~gEes.—Bengal Conjurers and Balancers.—
Fuio rug.-—Excurﬁon up the River.—Manner of
making Sugar.— Mzeting with 4 Faguir, or Saint.
—Burning of three Bodies of Bengalefe.— Accouns
of fome ancient Buildings.— National Vifit to the
French—To the Englib.—Diftalment of Mr.
Fee— in the Diredor/bip.—Great Fe.mine at
Patna.—Departure frem CHINSURAH.—From
INGELLEE—View of the [land SUMATRA.— .

. Currents—Violent Squalls.— Calms.— Anchorage

. before BaTAVIA.

THE following day, in the forenoon, when
Mr. F approached the Englith fettle-
ment of Calcutta, he was faluted by nineteen
guns from Fort #illiam, and received the
compliments of two gentlemen of the coun-
cil of Calcutta, who were deputed from the
Englith governor Verelff, in whofe name,
likewife, he was invited to dine at the fet-
- tlement: Mr. F——, however, excufed

himfelf, on account of the indifpofition of
his
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hislady. Mr.VERELST had gone on purpofe to
his country feat, about two hour’s walk from
Calcutta, in order to receive Mr. F on his
arrival, as foon as he underftood that his
budgerow, was coming up the river. When
he had pafled Calcutta, Mr. F was again
faluted from Fort Wiltiam, with nineteen
guns.

On the next day, on pafling the French
faltory at Chandernagore, Mr. F: was
likewife faluted with nineteen guns; but,
inftead of deputing two members of the
council to wait upon him, as-the Englith
had done, the French governor only fent a
chubdar, or filver ftaff-bearer, to welcome
him on his behalf.

Halfway between Cbandernagore and
Hougly, or Chinfurab, Mr. F was met
by the dire@or in office, who came to con-
gratulate him on his arrival, with feveral )
budgerows ; and they went up to Chinfurek
together. Landing at Fort Gufgvus, he
was faluted with twenty-one guns, from the
battery at the waterfide, and received by the
other members of the council ef Hougl
at the ftaygs, being then carried in flate, in
palankeens, through the great gate of the

VOL. I. . 1 fory-
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fort, commonly called the Lodge, to before
the dire&or’s houfe, while the garrifon was
drawn up in two ranks, with drums beating
and colours flying; and the ceremony was
.concluded in the evening, with an elegant
fupper and ball.

There being an order of the Hougly
council, that all captains thould remain on

board their thips, as long as the fpringtides
* continued, which commenced at the time of
" my arrival at Fultab, I could not accompany
Mr. F on his journey up the river; the
above particulars are, therefore, fuch as I had
occafion to learn from others. This order to
the commanders of thips, has its relation only
to thofe fpringtides, which take place from
~ the latter end of September to the beginning
~ of November, becaufe it is during that period
that the monfoon generally breaks up; and
there is great danger at that time, efpecially
with fpringtides, as the ftream then runs with
the utmoft rapidity,. and the thunderftorms
rage with the greateft violence.

On the 3d of October, the Company’s thip,
the Valiant, Captain WAGENDONK, arrived
at Fultah, which thip left Batavia ten days
before mine.

- That
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That day, being the laft of the fpringtide,
I embarked at night, on board a dudgerow,
for Chinfurab, and arrived the next morning
" at the village of Bernagore; this is a place
belonging to the' Dutch Eaft-India Company,
which is fituated halfway between Chinfurab
and Fultah. In the evening I left Bernagore,
and arrived about nine o’clock in the morn-
ing at Chinfurab. Of thefe places I fhall
fpeak more at large in my ob{ervations.

The fame morning, the nabob of Cafim-
bazar, or viceroy of Bengal, had invefted
the place, on the landfide, with a force of
ten or twelve thoufand Moors, and all the
approaches and barriers were fo clofely
guarded, that no one could go in or out.

This occafioned, in the enfuing days, fuch
a fcarcity of provifions, among the inhabi-
tants of the village, that many of them pe-
rifhed for want. Mothers, driven by hun-
ger, and

! ‘, compelled

By ftronz neceflity’s fupreme command,
brought their children to the dwellings of -
the Europeans, and entreated leave to {fell
thefe innocents to flavery, for a {mall por-

tion of rice, in order to prolong their own
12 wretched
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wretched life a little longer. To encreafe
the mifery, the ftock of provifions in the
place, was found to be little or none. Be-
fides this blockade on the landfide, the
Moors had alfo befet the river, above the
village, fo that nothing could be brought
down by water ; and from below, there was
little to be obtained. While there was any
rice, feven pounds weight were fold for a
supee, but it was foon confumed. oA perfon
who, from the outfide, had contrived to
throw fome poultry over the barriers, in the
hopes of gain, being caught by the Moors,
had his nofe and ears inftantly cut off.

-The caufe of this unhappy affair was as
follows :—The Company were bound to pay
certain duties to the nabob, for the goods
which were conveyed up and down the
Ganges ; but the money had not been paid
by the dire@or V. for a confiderable
time. The nabob, who infifted upon hav-
- ing them difcharged, as they were in fa
his lawful due, iffued orders to the faufdar
of Hougly, of whom we fhall take further
notice hereafter, t» claim the payment in
the moft forcible manner. This officer ac-
.cordingly difpatched a chubdar to the di-

' ‘ re€tor

-
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reor V——, to require the money of him,. .
threatening withal, that in cafe it were not
paid, he would not fuffer any more goods
‘belonging to the Dutch to pafs. The di-
reCtor took umbrage at this peremptory
meflage, and after having violently abufed
the poor cbubdar, fent him to the fifcal
DE SAUMAISE, and had him bound to the
whippingpoft, and unmercifully flogged.

In confequence of this, the fau/dar caufed
all the goods belonging to the Dutch faory,
which came down the Gazges, to be de-
tained, and Chm/ured to be invefted.

The goods thus feized by the Moors,
confifted in callicoes and other piece-goods,,
intended for the cargoes of the fhips which
were to fail for Europe in the beginning of
November. Thefe veflels were detained
by this occurrence, and could not now be
ready in time. They were obliged to ftay
in the Ganges till the latter end of January,
and were at laft forced to put to fea in an
unfavourable feafon. Ought not the mif-
fortunes which thefe fhips (two of which,
the Enkbuizen and the Pakiant, were loft
with all their crews; and the third, the
Land’pweffare, was faved with difficulty)

1 3 met
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met with, from the bad weather they had
to encounter in the fouthern latitudes, to be
attributed to thefe circumftances, and to the
bad management of Mr. V. ? But to
return to the fiege of Chinfurab.

As foon as intelligence was received of
the detention of thefe. goods, the dire&or
Vv thought fit to order a detachment
of thirty men, under the command of
an officer, to go up-the river in boats, to
where the goods were lying, in order to ef-
feét their releafe by force ; but upon learn-
ing that a body of four hundred: fpabis (fea-
poys), or Moorifh foldiers, were pofted to
defend them againft our attack, the expedi-
tion was laid afide. Hereupon the direftor
V affembled the council, and informed
the members of what he had lately done ;
_faying at the fame time, that matters being
now brought to this point, he neither dared
nor could proceed farther, without the ap-
probation of the council. Some of the
members replied, that fince he had pro-
ceeded {o far, without their knowledge .or
approbation, he might go on as he had be-
gun, without their afliftance ; but the ma-
jority were of opinion, that the matter ought

.- . ta

-
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to beendeavoured to be compromifed, through
the mediation of the Englith. A deputation
was appointed for this purpofe, confifting
of the head adminiftrator, Ross, and the
comptroller of equipment, VAN Braam,
both members of the council; who fo far
arranged matters at Calcutta, with the Eng-
lith council, and the little nabob, or mi-
nifter, ManoMeEp Reza CHAN, who go-
verned as gnardian of the great nabob, who
was a minor *, that, upon a promife that
the duties which remained unpaid, fthould be
immediately difcharged, the goods were re-
leafed, and.the blockade of Chinfurah was
raifed. .

But inftead of this promife being fulfilled
by the direGor V. , thefe arrears were
ftill due, when, in the month of March the
next year, he took his departure from Ben-
gal; and the cargo of opium and other
goods, intended for my fhip, would equally
have been feized, had not the direétor F-—
taken upon himfelf to be perfonally refpen-
fible for this debt.

* Meer KaNevan, otherwife SEvr az Dowran, fecond
fon of the well-known MeER Jarrier ALry CHaN, a youth
of fixteen years of age. 7. ,

I 4 This
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+ This laftmentioned gentleman was fo
much blinded by the firft, and was {o eafily
imprefled with whatever ideas. the other
thought proper to inftil into him, that,
however much he was warned by confi-
dential and intelligent people of the evil
effe€ts which would refult from his com-
pliant partiality, he continued to follow the
inclinations of the diretor in every thing.
He was even guilty of the additional im-
prudence, of confiding to him whatever had
been faid to him on the fubjeét ; and he did
not perceive the bad confequences of all
this, till it was too late, and after the dire€tor
Vv had taken his leave of the Ganges.
'On the 1 sth of Oé&tober, the Moors de-
parted from Chinfurab, and the navigation
of the river upwards, was again opened.
On the 10th, the feftival of the Ganges
had been held all along its banks, by the
Bengalefe, or Gentoos, after fome prelimi-
nary folemnities of three days; on which
occafion, an incredible number of people
came from the inland parts, to be prefent
. at the feftival. I fhall likewife notice it in
my obfervations on Bengal/, already referred
to.

On
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On the 12th of O&ober, I went from
Cbhinfurab down to my fthip, lying at Fultab.
Going down, 1 landed at Serampore, where
the Danes have a fafltory ; this is the moft
inconfiderable European eftablithment on the
Ganges, confifting only, befides the village
occupied by the natives, in a few houfes in-
habited by Europeans. Thexr trade is of
very little importance.

The profpets of the country, along the
banks, and on both fides of the Ganges, in
going up or down. the river to Fultab, are
delightful ; but they are all furpaffed by that
which offers upon paffing along the French
fettlement  at Chandernagore, upwards to-
wards Cbhmfurah, Hougly, and Bandel ; which
laftmentioned place is juft feen in the back-
ground : then the eye glances upon the
buildings of Chinfurab, the church, the
garden called #elgelegen (well-fituated), with
three ftone terraces, raifed one above the
other, and where every thing that is of ftone
is whitened. Groves of ever-verdant trees
appear behind, and, between thefe, buildings.
In their front, the river, covered with {mall -
veflels and boats. A little lower, on the
right hand, Chandernagore, which is built

all
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all along the river, and is embellithed with
many handfome houfes. Before it, the thips
at anchor, and moored with cables to the
thore. On the left hand, fertile fields, and
extenfive meadows, affording pafture to
numerous herds of cattle, and interfperfed
with pleafant groves and coppices. The
whole forming a moft interefting landfcape.

Farther down, about halfway between
Chandernagore and Serampore, is a place called
Garetti. Here, on the fame fide with Chan-
dernagore, the French governor has built a
noble houfe, or rather a palace, and has laid
out an extenfive and pleafant garden. And in
this neighbourhood, the Englith have a mi-
litary poft, where often one thoufand men,
and fometimes more, are encamped.

The whole of this country is flat, juft as
in our provinces. "It is interfeéted and fer-
tilized by numerous channels, creeks, and
rivulets. Bengal is juftly efteemed the moft
fruitful part of Afia.

Approaching Calcutta, many gardens,
newly laid out by the Englith, make their
appearance, which have handfome dwelling-

houfes, with an agreeable profpet towards
the
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the river. Calcutta, which is built on the
left fide in going down, about three quar-
ters of an hour’s walk along the banks of
the river, makes likewife a very pleafing
appearance. Before it, the fhips lie at an-
chor, juft as before Chandernagore, in great
numbers. ‘There are almoft every day vef-
fels which go to, and come from, every part
of India, in motion here; which greatly en-
livens the fcene. .

A little below Calcutta, ftands a ftrong
fortrefs, called Fort William, which, built
upon the banks of the river, commands it
entirely. From this place to Fultah there
are many Bengal villages inter{perfed, fome
of which are very large. '

On the 13th of October, I reached my
thip, lying in Fultab road, and ftayed fome
time on board. I occafionally went on
thore in the evening, when the heat of the
day was over, to take a walk; and often
amufed myfelf with feeing the tricks of the
" conjurers, and ferpent-charmers. The former
far furpafs, in my opinion, thofe of Europe.
There were hikewife balancers, who had a
bamboo pole of twenty or twenty-five feet
" in length, perpendicularly refting on their

' ' girdle,
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girdle, without touching it with their hands.
A young girl of feven or eight years old,
laying hold of it, clambered up to the top,
where fhe laid herfelf on her belly, and
throwing her arms and legs loofe, feemed
to fwim in the air; while the man kept
running backwards and forwards, with the
pole, always without touching it with his
hands. In about feven minutes, the girl
clambered down again, and performed a
number of other tricks. But on this fubjet
more hereafter. -

Fultab is a pretty large village, fituated
on the left bank of the Ganges, going down
the river. 'The fifcal of Chinfurab keeps
one of his officers here, to have an eye upon
the illicit or fmuggling trade, that is, in
fuch cafes, when matters have not been
fettled betimes with the fifcal, and a proper
confideration made for his connivance.

The anchorage here is fafe enough, when
the breaking-up of the monfoons is not ac-
companied with violent hurricanes, for then
it is very dangerous; which is, indeed, the
cafe all up the Ganges. Ships lie here like-
wife prote&ted from the {well of the fea,
which fometimes, when the tide rifes, is

- elevated
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elevated to fix and more feet in height, and
rolls in with great violence, tearing the .
thips which it overtakes, from their anchor-
age, or breaking their cables, and dafthing
them againft the fhore, or the fandbanks.
This {well never runs along the Fultah fide,
but only along the oppofite thore. The bot-
tom is a tough clay, in which the anchors
often hold fo faft, that they cannot fome-
times be weighed, and the cables break in
the attempt. When it happens, however,
that the Company’s fhips lie a whole year
in the river, they are then carried up to
Cbinfurab for fome months, as was done in
the year 1768, with refpeét to the Valiant.

On the 17th, the Company’s thip Erk-
buizen, arrived in Fultah road. She bhad
left Batavia before me, but had touched at
the Coaft of Coromandel. Her Captain 1.
F. Stout, had died on the paffage. This
thip was intended to be difpatched to Eu-
rope. "

On the 18th, I received a letter from the
dire@tor F——, informing me, that my fhip
was appointed to fail to Basavia, by way of
Coromandel, and that I was to fail in the lat- -
ter end of December.

The
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" The next day I again left the fhip for
- Chinfurah, which I reached the fame even-
ing.

On the 20th of Oétober, a Bengalefe wo-
man was buried, with her deceafed hufband,
alive, and on the 25th of November, an-
other was burnt with the body of her huf-
band ; but of both thefe barbarous rites, I
thall give the details in my beforementioned
obfervations.

The fthip, the Snoek, which I had hitherto
commanded, being now judged too old, to
attempt the paffage to Europe, I exchanged,
with the confent of the diretor and council,
for that of Captain HoEeve, the Cornelia
Hillegonda. 'This gentleman took the com-
mand of the Enkbuizen, by which I had at
firft intended to have gone, but being ad-

vifed to the contrary, in order that I -

might take another trip to Batavia, whither
the Cornelia Hillegonda was bound, I chofe
this laft. My firft lieutenant A.Van Es,
was promoted to the command of the Snoek;
and the feveral changes took place on the

17th of November.
On the 3d of December, we dropped
down from Fultah to Ingellee, at the mouth
1 of
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of the river, together with the Enkbuizen,
the Valiant, the Lands-welfare, and the
Snoek, which laft failed on the 29th of De-
cember, for the coaft of Coramandel.

There being very little of importance for
me to do at prefent, in the Company’s fer-
vice, I employed my leifure-time, in making
fome little excurfions inland, or to the Eng-
lith and French fa&ories. I likewife went
a-hunting of foxes, jackals, and other wild .
animals, plenty of which are to be met with
a little way inland ; but the Bengalefe do
not like to fee this, for it.is contrary to the
precepts of their religion to kill any thing .
which has life. Their objetions, however,
have no weight, as they never can mufter
fufficient courage to oppofe an European.

On the sth of January, 1770, the Englith
governor VERELST, leaving the prefidency,
pafled Fultah, where two of our fhips were
lying at anchor, without receiving any falute
from either of them, which was always cuf-
tomary. This atforded matter of great fur-
prize to Mr. VERELST, as he had done all
honour to Mr. F——, when this laft pafled
Calcutta, as we have before feen. He fent
one of his fervants on board of the fhips, to

inquire
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- inquire of the commanding officers, whether
they had not received diretions from the
direGor V » or the council of Hougly to
fire the accuftomed falute ! which they an-
fwered in the negative. The Englith go-

- vernment, complained in ftrong expreflions
of this behaviour; but were anfwered on
the part of the dire€tor V. , that this was
in retaliation of a fimilar affront, which he
had received from Mr. VERELST on a na-
tional vifit to Calcutta. '

On the 14th of January, my mooring
cable broke loofe, but by the vigilance of
my firft lieutenant, we met with no damage.
In the following night, however, the fthip
Ritthem met with the fame accident, and
ran. aground on a fandbank. Being fully
loaden, the cargo was obliged to be un-
thipped, and fthe was not got afloat again in
a fortnight; yet the did not fuffer confidera-

~ ble damage. ‘

On the 29th and 3oth, the Enkbuizen, the
Valiant, and the Land s-welfare, failed from
the road of Ingellee, for Europe.

On the 3ift, my thip, and the Rittbem,

- left Fultah, and proceeded to Ingellee, there
to remain till the time of failing. The rea-

5 fon
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fon why fhips do not tarry at Fultab {o long,

is only becaufe the water of the Ganges be-

comes too fhallow in this feafon, fo that the

Fenegat is dangerous to be paffed. . Thefe
veflels came to an anchor in Ingellee road, on

the 7th of February, under command of the

two firft lieutenants.

In the mean time, I took another journey
up the Ganges, and inland, in company with .
two of my friends, to view the country, and
purfue the diverfion of hunting. ‘

On the 27th of January, we left Chinfu-
rab, in a budgerow, at three'o’clock in the
afternoon, going up theriver with the tide, and
before the wind; and about half paft four we
came to the Channel of Niafferas, where we
went on fhore, and up the country. Here
we met with pleafant plains of arable and
pafture land, intermixed with groves of co-
coanut, furi, mango, and other trees. The
fugarcane was likewife cultivated in many
places, and flourifhed luxuriantly.

We likewife obferved, the manner in:
which the inhabitants make their fugar,
which is very fimple, the whole procefs
going ‘on in the open air, without much
trouble.

voL. I. .3 They
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They bruife the cane, between two cham-
fered rollers of hard wood, two and a half
fect long, and of about fix inches in diameter.
Thefe lie horizontally, one above the other,
in two refts, fo fixed, that the rollers cannot
be moved, out of their relative pofition to
each other, and leaving a fpace of a quarter
of an inch between them. Each roller has
four fpokes, or handles, at the end, by which
they are turned in oppofite diretions, by two
men. The fugarcane being put between
the rollers, is thus bruifed, or flattened, to
the thicknefs of a quarter of an inch, and
its fap is prefled out, and received in a large
carthen pot, placed for that purpofe, under
this fimple machinery. About eight or ten
feet off, are eight other pots, fixed in holes,
into which they fit exadly, and which are
made in the earth in a longitudinal diretion.
The dried canes, from which the fap has
been exprefled, are ufed as fuel under thefe
pots, into which the fap is put, and boiled
into fugar. '

The country hereabouts, abounds in jackals
and wild dogs, fome of which we fhot.

At night we went up higher, with the
tide, and came at five o’clock in the morn-

mng
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ing, to the channel of Chogdab, which lies
on the right fide of the river in going up
(that of Niafféras is on the left), about eight .
or ten Dutch mifes above Chinfurab. The
village, which gives its name to the chan-
nel, ftands a little inland. Thereis a ércat
weekly market, or bazar, as it is called by
the Bengalefe, held here, where all kinds of
provifions, and other* goods, the produce of
the country, are expofed to fale. ~ The chan-
nel terminates about three Dutch miles in-
land.

On its left fide, and upwards, the whole
is flat land, without any trees; but on the
right hand downwards, are many woods, in
which there are tigers and other wild beafts.

We croffed a number of fields, without
feéing any thing like a tiger ; but on en-
tering the ‘woods a little way, we foon met
with their traces in plenty, and we did not
therefore think it prudent to venture far-
ther in; for this animal {eldom fhews it-
felf, before it can {pring upon its prey, and
when once within the reach of its claws,
nothing can fave a man’s life. We like-
wife met in the way, the remains of a Ben-
galefe, who had been torn in pieces by the

K2 beafts
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beafts of prey. For the reft, the hunting of
jackals and wild dogs was not unpleafant.

. In the afternoon, we failed higher up the
Ganges, to a place called Gouptipara,which is
about fix or eight Dutch milesabove Cbogdab.
In our way, we pafled a pretty large -ifland,
lying in the middle of the river, but which
produced nothing but a little tall grafs, and
fome reeds.

We found here that the flood only lafted
three hours, while the ebb continued nine.
About four or five Dutch miles higher, as
the Bengalefe, and others who had been at
Ca/fimbazar, informed us, there was no flood,
except a little in fpring-tides. :

. It was late in the evening before we ar-
rived at Gouptipara. At daybreak, the next
morning, we went on fhore, and found,
about a quarter of an hour’s walk from the
river, a little village. Somewhat higher
there was a wood of lofty trees, with much
underwood, in ,which there was a great
number of monkeys, and the wood was
therefore named the monkey-wood. Thefe
animals were about the fize of a fpaniel,
with long tails, which, when they ran, they
turned upwards. The body was covered

. _ with
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with hair, of a grey colour, and the fore
part of the head was black. As foon as
we had fired one fhot, they all ran up the
high trees, and fome of them threw their
young ones, which they held between their
fore paws; into the bufhes below ; and what-
ever pains we beftowed in looking for them,
we could not find them. The large ones
fprang with an inconceivable quicknefs, from
branch to branch, and from tree to tree.
We fhot fome of them, and when the others
faw thefe fall, they fet up a moft horrid
cry. ,
The Bengalefe were much difpleafed at
this, and defired us not to kill any more of
thefe animals ; for their fuperftitious belief
in the tranfmigration of fouls after death,
makes them think that thefe creatures, in
particular, are the receptacles of human
fouls.

Somewhat farther inland, we met with
the ruins of a ftonebuilding, in which a
JSagquir, or faint, had taken up his abode.
He fat by a flow fire, in the middle of the
athes, entirely naked. His hair was black,
and very long, tangled and clodded with
athes and dirt, with which it was firewed.

‘ K3 ‘He
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He had impofed a fingular penance upon
himfelf; confifting in a brafs ring, about the
thicknefs of a quill, and three inches in
diameter, which was paffed through the fub-
flance of the glans of the penis, though in
fuch a manner, that the urethra remained
ynhurt. While we were with him, a Ben-
gal woman, in the fuperftitious hope of
thereby becoming fruitful, came te kifs this
difgufting mortal, on the part which was
fuppofed to poffefs the prolific virtue re-
quired. - We put many queftions to him, on
the fubjet of what we faw, but decency for-
bids the recital of his anfwers. Befides this
ring, there were three other riveted iron-
rings linked to it, which altogether, might
weigh, as we guefled, about two pounds and
a half. When he walked, he let the whole
hang loofe, without feeming to be in the leaft
incommoded.

Thofe who torture them{élves in this ex-
traordinary manner, are held in great vene-
ration by the vulgar. Many of thefe faquirs
wander about the country, and never need
to be folicitous about their maintenance ;
for the fuperftition of the people, makes them
even think it a great happinefs ta be allowed

to
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to give thefe fancified beggars, who torture
their bodies fo unmercifully, for the love of
religion, every thing peceflary to their fub-
fitance. I refer the reader, for a more
ample account of this, to my obfervations on
Bengal.

In the afternoon, we returned from the
woods, on board of our budgerow, and went
again down the Ganges. Here we found its
banks every where very fteep, and in fome
places fo deeply hollowed, or undermined
by the water, that parts of them, to the
fize of a houfe, had fometimes fallen in,
which we could fee had happened in feveral
places.

At funfet, arriving at the channel of
Chogdab, we ran into it for thelter during
the night, apprehending that we fhould be
overtaken by a thunderftorm, as the wind
began to rife, and the fky appeared dread-
fully black and lowering. We faftened our
budgerow, with ropes, to both fides of the
channel, becaufe thefe veflels are eafily over-
fet by the wind, not having any fupport or
hold on the water, on account of their flat
bottoms.

Before the ftorm came on, we took a

. K 4 walk
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‘walk along the banks, and faw three bo-
-dies of Bengalefe burnt. This is done by
the relations of the deceafed, or by his fons,
if he have any. They fit upon their heels,
round the burning pile, fmoaking their gor-
gor, and feed the fire, with the greateft in-
difference, as if they were burning a beatt,
Atrewing the athes afterwards in the Ganges.
The bodies of thofe, who do not leave pro-
perty enough to purchafe firewood for this
purpofe, or whofe relations are poor,-are
expofed by the riverfide, to be devoured by
the jackals, and other wild animals. Thefe,
likewife, as foon as it begins to grow dark,
iffue out of the woods, and come to the
the river, howling dreadfully all night long,
while they alfo fight with each other for
their prey. Some of them are often found
lying dead in the morning, efpecially the
wild dogs, who are not a match for the
+ jackals.

We were obliged to defift from our walk,
on account of its falling dark ; and we were
warned by a Bengalefe, that there were many
tigers,who had their haunts not far from us,
and who in the evening were wont to repair
to the riverfide. .

The
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The ftorm came on about eight o’clock,

and burft all around with tremendous force.
The thunder was very violent, and the light-
ning fo fierce, and fhot in fuch broad flathes
along the ground, that the whole neighbour-
hood feemed to be on fire. This was ac-
companied with fuch heavy fqualls, that we
durft not remain on board our veflel, but went
on thore, and ftood in the open air, though
expofed to all the inclemency of the weather.
The ftorm did not abate till eleven o clock
at night.
" At midnight, we left the channel, and
fell down the river with the ebb, but about
an hour before daybreak, we were again
obliged to feck for fHelter, in the channel
of Niafferai,as the wind began again to blow
hard. ‘

As foon as the day broke, we went on
fhore, in order to walk overland to Terbonee,
whither we ordered our budgerow, to wait for
us there.

The way led firft through an extcnﬁvc
wood, which was filled with all kinds of
birds, and afterwards over a level plain,
moftly confiftingof pafture-grounds. About
an hour before we came to Terbonee, we en-

tered
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tered another wood, into which, having ad-

vanced a little, we met with an ancient

building, of large {quare ftones, which feem-

ed as hard as iron; for whatever pains we
took, we could not, with a hammer, break

any pieces off. The building was an oblong

fquare, thirty feet in length, and twenty in

breadth. The walls were thirteenor fourteen

feet in height. It had no roof, and withinit,
were three tombs, four feet above the ground,

made of a blackifh kind of ftone, and polifh-

ed, with here and there fome Perfian cha-

racters engraved upon them. ‘

The Bengalefe belicve, that this was built
by a great magician, in one night, without
the affiftance of any mortal hand.

About forty paces farther, was a large, but
very ruinous building, the roof of which con-
fifted in five domes, or cupolas, which had
been adorned with fculptured imagery, but
which was much obliterated.

The Bengalefe could not inform us of the
- purpofe, or time, of the ere€tion, but it now
ferved as a refidence for faquirs, fome of
whom we faw fitting in it.
~ About ten o’clock, we came to the mouth
of the channel, where we found our vefiel,

and went down the river to Chinfurab.
On
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On the 22d of February, the direétor V—

and fome members of the council, accom-
panied by their ladies, paid a national vifit to
the French governor, to which party I was
likewife invited.

Thefe vifits are made annually, from one
fettlement, or fatory, to the other, at the
commencement of the year, or whenever a
new governor, or direftor, enters upon his
government.

Much ceremony is obferved, when the
vifits are received at the place where the
faGory itfelf is fituated ; and therefore Mr.
V had intimated to the French go-
vernor, that he fhould prefer waiting upon -
him for this purpofe, at his country-feat,
near Garettsi. In the  afternoon, at four
o’clock, we fet off in fix carriages, and
reached Garetti at fix, where the dire@or
V——-, and Mr. F ,» who was likewife
one of the party, were received at the bot-
tom of the fteps afcending to the houfe, by
the French governor, and condufed into a
large faloon, in which the principal ladies
and gentlemen of Chandernagore were af-
fembled. About feven o’clock, the com-
pany were invited by the governor, to be

{pe&ators
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fpeQators of a play, which fome amateurs
were to perform, in a {light building, which
had been erected for that purpofe.

When the play was over, which was
about ten o’clock, we were led into a large
room, and were entertained with an elegant
fupper, to which upwards of an hundred
guefts, both ladies and gentlemen, fat down.
At one o’clock we took our leave, and rode
back to Chinfurah.

The national vifit to the Englifh, to which
I was alfo invited, was appointed to be paid
on the 26th of the fame month. This was
chiefly intended to congratulate the new
Englith governor, CARTIER, upon his ap-
pointment.

We were eight of us, who were prefent
at the vifit; and at four o’clock in the after-
noon, we went from the direor’s houfe to
the quay, where the Company’s great dud-
gerow was lying ready. The garrifon was
drawn up in two ranks, within the fort, and
a detachment, confifting of an officer and
twenty-four privates, marched before us,
which was to accompany us, as an efcort,
and to ferve as a body-guard to the direGor.

As foon as Qur budgerow put off from the

' thore,

§
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fhore, a falute of twenty-one guns was fired
from the battery. Every one of the com-.
pany had his own veflel to pafs the night in,
but in the day-time, we were all on board
of that of the dire€tor, in which there was
a room where fix and thirty people could
fit down to table. At the mafthead of the
~ direCtor’s dudgerow, there was a Prince of
Orange’s flag *, with the arms of the J/nion,
and thofe of the otherveflels carried a prince’s
pendant.’

Befides ours, there were feveral other vef-
fels, in which the foldiers and fervants were
embarked; two that were to be ufed as
kitchens, the victuals being dreffed on board
of them ; and two as ftorefhips, to carry the
proviiions. ‘There were, in all, thirty-three
veflels of different fizes, which formed a
pleafing fight when they were all tagether.

In the evening, at half paft eight o’clock,
when the ebb began to fail, we came to an
anchor, with our flotilla, a little below Se-
rampore.

* The Prixfeviag, or Prince of Orange’s flag, is the name
given by the Dutch feamen to the naval enfign of the United
Provinces, and the fame that is ftill the national flag, being
three horizontal firipes, red, white, and blue. 7.

At
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At four o’clock on the following morning,
upon the turning of the tide, we again pro-
ceeded downwards, and at feven, we came
to Chitpore, fituated about a Dutch mile:
above Calcutta, where we ftopped for the
deputies from the Englith council, who
were to come to receive the direftor and
his company. Half an hour afterwards they
arrived, and paid a vifit of welcome to the
direftor, in his budgerow. The chief of
them was the fecond incommand at Calcutta,
Mr. RusseL. -

After a ftay of about a quarter of an hour,
they conduéted the diretor on thore ; and,
followed by the reft of the company, they en-
tered a handfome fummer-houfe, clofe to the
river, which belonged to Mr. RusskL.

We found breakfaft prepared for us here,
and after ftopping about an hour, we left
this place, in five coaches, fent by the go-
vernor for that purpofe. Six of his life-
guards on horfeback, dreflfed in blue, with
gold-lace, rode by the fide of the coach in
which the dire€tor was. At ten o’clock we
were fet down in Calcutta, at the houfe pre-
pared for the reception of the dire€tor .
It was a very handfome building, provided

I with
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with many and roomy apartments, all fur--
nifhed in the European ftyle, and hung with
damafked filk. It was the property of the
little nabob, or minifter, MAnoMED REZA
CuaN, who had purchafed it of an Eng-
lith gentleman, for 120,000 rupees, and al-
ways refided in it when he was at Calcutta ;
but as he was not now in the place, the
Englifh government had made ufe of it. On
the area, before it, ftood a company of eighty
feapoys, under arms, commanded by an Eu-
ropean officer, as a guard, in honour of our
dire®or ; which continued to do duty as fuch
all the while he remained at Calcutta. :

When the direGor alighted before the
houfe, a falute of nineteen guns was fired
from Fort William. .

As {foon as we had entered the
houfe, the direGor difpatched one of his
cbubdars, with a meffage to the Englith go-
vernor, who refided in the government-
houfe, next to that in which we were, to
enquire if it were convenient for his Excel-
lency for us to wait upon him in a body.
Soon after, however, came that gentleman
himfelf, accompanied by all the members
of the council of Calutta, to welcorme the

direétor.

-
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direGtor. After the firft complimentary ee-
remonies were over, Mr. V faid, that
the objeét of this national vifit, was to con-
gratulate Mr. CARTIER upon his acceflion
to the governorthip, adding, as a particular
compliment, that he hoped Mr. CARTIER
would fo well manage affairs, as to be able
to return to Europe in a few years; to which
that gentleman replied with a fmile, and ex-
prefled his thanks by an amicable interchange
of civilities.

Thefe compliments were made and re-
turned, by the dire€tor in French, and by
the governor in Englifh, the latter not un-.
derftanding French, nor the former Englifth,
while Mr. RusseL performed the office of
interpreter.

This vifit of ceremony lafted more than
an hour. The governor then departed, with
the gentlemen of the council. Half an hour.
“afterwards, the direor V went with us
to pay a vifit of ceremony in return, to the
governor, which lafted about three quarters
of an hour; at the conclufion of which he
conduéted us out, accompanying us to the
fteps, in the fame way as the dire€tor had

done upon receiving his vifit juft before.
5 About
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. About half paft twelve o’clock, having
been formally invited to dinner by the go-
vernor, we went again to the government-
houfe. ' '

Here we found, in a large and airy faloon,
a table of fixty or feventy covers. The fer-:
vice was entirely of plate. The director
was feated at the upper end, on the right
hand of the governor, having, on the other
fide, the general of the Englith land-forces,
being the third perfon in the council of
Calcutta, or rather the fecond, exclufive of
the governor. Tht other gentlemen in
company, were placed promifcuoufly at ta-
~ ble. Full half of the guefts were officers of
the troops, for whom the governor keeps
every day open houfe.

When the cloth was taken ax’ay, a booka,
which is a glafs filled with water, through
which the fmoke of tobac¢o- is drawn, and
of which I fhall {fpeak further, was fet be-
fore every one of the company, and after
having {fmoked for half an hour, we all rofe
from table, and feparated each to his re~
{peétive dwelling,

The converfation was carried on at table,
.in a free and unconftrained manner, with-
VOL. I. . L out

~
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out the company being under any fear or
reftraint, from the prefence of the governor,
or of other great men. The fpirit of liberty,
which animates a Briton in his own country,
is reprefled as little here, as there. This
freedom and eafe, is diametrically oppofite
to the ftiff and obnoxious formality, which
takes place at Bafavia, in -the company of
the governor general, and the counfellors of
India. Indeed, an Englifhman could never
brook the infupportable arrogance, with
which the Dutch Eaft-India Company’s
fervants are trcated by their fuperiors, as
well at Batavia, as at the out-fatones. It
would be well, if this condu&t remained folely
confined to the Afiatic regions, which gave
birth to itg but, unfortunately, we fee it
continued gpurfc-pmud individuals, when
they return to a country, where, from the
moft ancient times, it is known to be in
perfe@ contradition to the genius and tem-
per of the inhabitants. It is certain that this
1s one reafon, why there are fo few to be met
with, who ferve the Company with fidelity,
or a fenfe of honour. Every one attends
folely to the main bufinefs, of well and
fpeediby lining his purfe ; and all look to the
' : ' time,
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time, when they fhall be able to withdraw
themfelves, from the infolent dominion of °
an arbitrary government, againft which little
or nothing can be faid or done.

At fix o’clock in the evening, Mr. CAR--
TIER came to fetch the diretor V. and .
his company, to take a ride to his country-
feat, Belvedere, about two Dutch miles from
Calcutta, where we were entertained with
an excellent concert, performed by fome .
amateurs, and an elegant fupper. About
twelve o’clock at night, we rode back to
Calcutta.

The next morning, at nine o’clock, the
governor came again to pay a vifit to Mr.
V , and made bim an invitation to din-
ner, and to a grand ball, which was to be
given in the evening, at the courthoufe.
Hither we went, at feven o’clock, and the
ball was opened by Mrs. CarTIER and Mr.
v :

The company were very numerous, and
all magnificently drefled, efpecially-the la-
dies, who were decorated with immenfe
quantities of jewels. A collation was ferved

in an adjoining apartment, and the whole
Lz was
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was ¢tonduted with great elegance, lafting
till the next morning.

This day being appointed for us to fet off
on our return to Chinfurah, we went at
nine o’clock in the morning, with the di-
rector, to take leave of Mr. CARTIER, and
the other gentlemen who had been to fee
us, and dined at Mr. RusseL’s, whence
we took our departure, about half paft three
in the afternoon, in coaches, for Chitpore,
where our little fleet was lying, ready to
receive us.

The dire€tor was faluted, on leavmg the
place, as he had been on his arrival, with
mneteen guns from Fort William. The fix
hfeouards of the governor, who always ac-
companied Mr. V , when he went out,
while he ftayed, did not leave us till we
came to Chitpere, where he gave them a
handfome prefent in money, as he had done
to all the fervants of the governor who had
attended him, which altogether amounted
to full a thoufand rupees, or fifteen hundred
gilders.

The fame deputies who had come to
Chitpore, to receive Mr. V , condulted

~ him

.
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him’ again on board his dudgerow. We de-
parted hence, at funfet, with the floodtide,
upwards, and reached Garerti early the next
morning, where we were received by Mr.
CHEVALIER, at his country-houfe, and took
our breakfaft with him. We found here
‘the carriages of the direftor V=, ready
to carry us to Chinfurab.

At nine o’clock, we rode from Garett: to
Cbandesnagore ; and after having paid fome
vifits in that place, we proceeded to Chin-
Jirab, where we alighted before the houfe
of the direGor F , under a falute of
twenty-one guns from the battery. Thence
the direCtor V led us to his own houfe
in the lodge, where we found all the mem-
bers of the council, aflembled to meet him ;
and were entertained at dinner by Mr. F—,

~On the 8th of March, Mr. F was
formally announced, as director of the Com-
pany’s trade in the kingdoms of Bengal, Ba-

bar, and Orixa, by Mr. V——, who had
* fixed his departure to be eight days after-
wards.

On this occafion, all the fervants of the
company, from the higheft to the loweft,
aflembled, at feven o’clock in the morning,

L3 ‘ at
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at the houfe of Mr. V , where a coftly
breakfat was provided for them. The
wives of thofe who were married, were
equally prefent. The garrifon was under
arms, in the court-yard, within the lodge.
About nine o'clock, both the direétors,
with all the members of the council, afcend-
ed the platform, over the landgate, where
the commiffion given to Mr. F by the
council of India at Batavia, was read aloud
by the fecretary, after which a difcharge
was made, of three vollies by the military, -
and one-and-twenty guns by the battery.
Returned to the council-chamber, the
commiffion was again read, and Mr. V
“addreflfed Mr. F , and the members of
the council, in a fpeech, by which he af-
fured that gentleman, of his fatisfacion,
that the time was now come, when he was
relieved from the heavy burden of an office,
which he had filled for upwards of five
years, during which period he had promoted,
as much as his humble abilities admitted,
the intereft of the company; and adding,
that his fatisfattion was greatly increafed,
by having to refign his government into the
hands of a moft worthy fucceffor, and his
fincere

/
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fincere friend. To this fpeech, Mr. F—
replied by another, couched in the moft po-
lite terms, and in which he was not fparing
in panegyrics of Mr. V——, and eof his
lady. ‘

The whole ceremony was concluded in
the evening, by a ball, given by Mr. F--—,
in the garden of Welgelegen.

The following day, the direftors received
" a letter from Patna, which is a large city
in the kingdom of Babar, about ninety
leagues diftant from Cbrnfurab, where the
Company have a faltory, for the opium and
. {altpetre ttade, informing them, that the ra-

vages of famine were there o great, that
hundreds of Indians perithed daily for want
of food ; fo that our people avoided going out
of the lodge, in order not to behold the mife-
ry of thefe wretched inhabitants, who lay dy-
ing in crouds, along the ftreets and highways,
merely for want of nourithment. The fur-
vivors began even to attempt fatisfying their
craving hunger, with the fleth of the dead,
in order to preferve their own exiftence.
In this inftance, the obfervation, that nature
overcomes precept, was forcibly verified ;
for thefe poor, fuperftitious heathens, into

L4 whom,
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whom, from their childhood, an abhorrence
of every kind of animal food is inftilled,
and more efpecially with refpet to human
fleth, on account of their belief in the trané-
migration of fouls, now fought to prolong
their miferable exiftence a little while, by
devouring the fiefh of their fellow-creatures.
The dire effeéts of famine too were felt
in Bengal. At Chinfurab, a woman, taking
her two {mall children in her arms, plunged
into the Ganges, and drowned herfelf, not
poffefling, or being able to procure, any
thing to fatisfy the raging hunger of her
tender offspring. The banks of the river
were covered with dying people ; fome of
whom, unable to defend themfelves, though
ftill alive, were devoured by the jackals.
This happened even in the town of Chinfu-
rab itfelf, where a poor fick Bengalefe, who
had laid himfelf down in the ftreet, without
any affiftance being offered to him by any
body, * was attacked in the night by the
jackals, and devoured alive ; and though he
had ftrength enough to cry out for help, no
one would leave his own abode, to deliver
the poor wretch, who was found, in the
morning, dé¢ad, and half-devoured. -
A The
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The Bengalefe will feldom affift each
other, unlefs thev happen to be friends, or
relations, and then the fervice that they ren-
der, only confifts in carrying the fufferer to
the water of the Ganges, to let him die there,
or be carried away by the ftream, and refign
his breath in its waves; for they all truft,
that by this means, they will be purified
from moft of their fins, and their fouls be
tranflated into the body of an happier
creature. . : |

This dreadful calamity was occafioned,
partly by the failure of the rice-harveft, the
preceding year, but it may chiefly be attri-
buted, to the monopoly which the Englith
had made of the rice, which was reaped the
feafon before, and which they now held at fo
high a price, that the natives; moft of whom
could earn no more than one, or one and a
half, ftiver (penny) per day, out of which
they had to maintain a wife and children,
could not buy, for this trifle of money, the
tenth part of the rice they wanted, the con-
fequences of which were, that whole fami-
lies perifhed miferably.

The evil was augmented by another
fcourge, almoft equallycalamitous, the fmall-

pox,
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pox, which attacked people of all ages, and
brought many to the grave.

This added to the contagion which had
alrcady contaminated the air, through the
number of half-putrified bodies which lay
unburied, or unburnt, along the banks of
the river; hence the mortality encreafed
more and more, efpecially after my having
left Bengal. The diretor F—— died of
the fmall-pox, in the month of May enfuing,
as I was informed, juft before my departure
from Batavia. 4

The heat of the weather now likewife
augmented, from day to day, fo that at noon
it equalled, and fometimes furpafied, the
warmth of the blood: men and animals
could fcarcely breathe; and, although the
heat was confiderably lefs within doors, than
in the open air, it was, neverthelefs, {fcarcely
fupportable to me, and to every one, who
had not been ufed toit. Water was poured,
from time to time, upon the ftones of the
court-yards round the houfes, which afforded
a momentary coolnefs, but it foon vanifhed
before the fcorching rays of the fun. ‘The
water taken out of the Ganges, differed only

eight'or ten degrees in warmth, from the air
in
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in the thade where my thermometer hung;
this ftood, in the latter end of the month,
at 104°, and, when I took the tube in my
hand, the mercury fell to 98°; whence it
appeared, that the heat of the outward air,
furpaffed that of the blood, by 6°..

On thé 15th .of March, which was the
day on which the dire@tor V—— was -to
leave Chinfurab, for the road of Ingellee,
where ‘the thip Ritthem lay ready to convey
him to Batavia, all the Company’s fervants
affembled anew, with their wives, early in
the morning, at the direftor’s houfe, in order
to take leave of him and his family, and to
with them a profperous voyages for that gen-
tleman thought himfelf of too much confe-
quence to go to them himfelf, to take leave.

This conduc was ftrongly contrafted with
that of Mr. FAILLEFERT : when he left the
colony, although he enjoyed the dignity of
counfellor of India, his affability, and other
virtues, endeared his memory, as well to the
fervants of the Company, and to the other
Europeaus fettled in Bengal, as to.the native
inhabitants. It was exaély the reverfe in
the inftance I am fpeaking of, Mr. V
being equally detefted by them all.

1 At
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At éight o’clock, the kcy.'s of the lodge, or
fort, were brought in by an officer, upon a
filver waiter, and were delivered by the
diretor V , to his {ucceflor in the direc-
" torthip, Mr. F

A few minutes afterwards, having taken
bis leave of all the perfons prefent, on which
occafion the complimentary parade was even
accompanied by tears, either of genuine re-
gret, or of hypocritical affectation, Mr.
v left the houfe and the lodge with his
family ; he was condufted by, the whole
aflembly to the quay, where the Judgerows
were lying in readinefs. On the way, he
fcattered fome money from his palankeen,
among the Indians; and was faluted, when
he left the fhore, by one-and-twenty guns
from the battery. Mr. F , with feveral
other ladies and gentlemen, intending to ac-
company Mr. V—— down to Fultab, in-
vited me to go with them, which I the more
willingly did, having fome affairs of my own
to tranfaé&t at Calcutta, where the dire@or
and his company were to ftop two days, be-
fore they proceeded to Fultab.

We arrived the next morning at that place,
where the diretors”were faluted with nine-

teen
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teen guns from Fort William. We were all
fumptuoufly entertained at dinner, by the .
Englith governor, and invited in the even-
ing, to be fpe@ators at a play, which, as at
Cbhandernagore, was performed by fome ama-
teurs, in a houfe erected for that purpofe.
A little before the conclufion of the perform-
ance, Mr. F received a letter from
Chinfurab, informing him, that his lady was
at the point of death ; whereupon that gen-
tleman refolved to return the fame night to
Cbhinfurab, and requefted me to accompany
him.

Having done what I wanted for myfelf,
at Galcutta, 1 was glad to return again to
Cbhinfurah, as the time was faft approaching,
when I was to leave the Ganges, and befides,
the company I was with, was net the moft
agreeable to me.

At midnight, after having fupped with the
governor, we departed up the river in Mr.
_F ’s budgerow, and reached Chinfurab at
feven o’clock in the morning, where Mr.
F was received with a falute of one-
and-twenty guns. o

Mrs. F died on the 27th of March,
and was interred, with great pomp, on the

5 ~29th.
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29th. Her hufband belonged to the frater-
- nity of free-mafons, and all the brethren, and
the wives of fuch as were married, wore the
mourning of the order, which confifted in a
black ribbon hanging on the breaft, with the
infignia of the order pendent from it.

The departure of my fhip was, in- the
mean time, put off from day to day, becaufe
the papers which were to be’conveyed to
Batavia by her, were not yet in readinefs.
This was chiefly occafioned, by the negli-
gence with which the affairs of the Company
had been managed, during the latter part
_ of the adminiftration of the dire@or V- H
and I'was of opinion that this was defignedly
done, in order that, if forced to ftay too long
in Bengal/, 1 might be neceflitated to take my
pafl#ge through the Straits of Malacca, in
which cafe, there would be no poffibility of
my reaching Batavia, {ooner than the middle
of November; and even if the monfoon
changed earlier than ufual, I thould be obliged
to remain in the Ganges till the next feafon ;
- fo that he would have had an opportunity of
failing for Europe, before the papers, which
were to come by my thip, would have reach-
ed Batavia, and which he was confcious

would
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would contain very ferious matter, thae
would be of great prejudice to him, and, in
confequence of the appearance of which, he
would be obliged to remain in India, to ren-
der an account of his adminiftration. His
fears on this head were, in fa&, realized, for
I was fortunate enough to reach the capital in
time. .

At laft thefe papers were got ready, and,
on the 31t of May, they were delivered to me
by the fecretiry of police; at the fame time
I received the difpatches for the governor
general, from the diretor F——. This
gentleman endeavoured to perfuade me to
ftay that night at Cbinfurab, being fearful
that I fhould be overtaken by a thunderftorm,
which feemed to be brewing over us; but
having nothing in view, but to make all pof-
fible fpeed to leave the Ganges, before the bad
feafon, which was very near at hand, thould
fet in, I left Chinfurab, the fame evening, in
a budgerow. _

It was when we were before Chanderna-
gore, that the ftorm burft upon us, with loud
thunder, and tremendous flathes of light-
ning, and the wind blew fb hard from the
fouth, that it was with difficulty we could

get
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get to Garetts, where we anchored at mid-
night.
~ The following day, rowing down the ri-

ver with the ebb-tide, we pafled Galcutta, in
the forenoon, and at two o’clock in the af-
ternoon, we ftopped for the tide, at a place
which we call the Boter-tol, or Butter-toll-
boufe, and found ourfelves under the neceflity
of lying here all night, on account of the vio-
lent foutherly wind.

We fell down again the next day, with
the ebb, but made but little progrefs, as we
had a pretty high gale from the fouth, and
were not able to advance farther than
Rajapore, which is one Dutch mile and a half
above Fultab.

At eighto’clock, A.M. on the 3d of April,
we arrived at Fultah. Stopping here, we
found a floop, with the allowance of fpirits
for my 4hip. At nine o’clock, another ar-
rived with a part of my cargo, and which
had to take an anchor on board, for my thip,
in the place of one that had been broken.
Befides this, there were more goods intended
to form part of my cargo, which had been
put on board of fmall veffels, but which

were not of a fufficient fize to navigate the
river
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river farther down, in this advanced fedfori of
the year, and had therefore remained feveral
days waiting for a floop, in which they
might rethip their cargoes. Fortunately one
arrived at night, into which the goods were
all put. " The cargo, however, was ftill'in~
complete ; fome part of it being yet expected
from above, but I had no inclination to ftay
longer for it. I accerdingly put off at nine
o’clock, a.M. with the three floops, in one
of which I embarked, and fent.my budgerow
back to Chinfurab. At two, P.M. we an-
chored before the Garnaale Spruit, or Shrimp
Channel, whence we fet fail again in the
evening, anchoring at one o’clock in the
night, about half a Dutch mile below Dover.
The next morning, at nine o’clock, we again
got under fail, and proceeded downwards,
anchoring at three, .M. by the Haze Spruit,
or Hare Channel, and at three the next
morning, before the channel of Caoree. On
the 6th, about nire o’clock, .M. we again
got under weigh, and came on board of my
thip, the Cornelia Hillegonda, in the road of
Ingellee, at noon.

We immediately occupied ourfelves with
thipping the goods conveyed by the floops,

VOL. I. M which
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which took us up the remaining part of that
day, and part of the next.

As foon as I came on board, the pilot
who was to have charge of the fhip out to
fea, informed me, that he was very averfe
to undertake it, as the monfoon was already
changed, and we had to expeét bad weather
every day ; and that if we were overtaken
" by it while we were between the banks, the
thip would certainly run the greateft danger
of being loft. However, after a fmall pre-
fent had infufed fome courage into him, he
promifed to make the trial, provided 1 wait-
ed no longer for the reft of the cargo, which
was ftill expeéted from Chinfurab, to which I
agreed ; and thereupoa calling the fhip’s
council together *, we were unanimoufly of

opinion,

# The captains of fhips in the fervice of the Dutch Eaft-
India Company, are obliged, by their articles, to confult their
lieutenants refpeting the courfe to be fteered; and if they
cannot agree, a council is to be fummoned, confifting of the
five principal officers on board, including the captain, where
the matter is decided by a majority of votes. This council
likewife, takes cognizance of whatever, not relating direitly
to the navigation of the thip, may be called extraordinary cir-
cumflances ; and determines, among other things, refpe&ting
the diminution, or increafe, of the allowance to the crew ; the

touching at any places for reparation, or refrefhment; the
time
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opinion, that it was more for the advantage
of the Company to leave what ftill remain-
ed behind, of the cargo, than to incur the
rifk of being obliged to ftay with the fhip in
“the Ganges, till the next feafon. .

On the 8th of April, every thing bemg :
ready, we weighed, and fell down in the af-
ternoon with the ebb, anchoring in the even-
ing, clofe by a buoy, upon a ridge of fand
that fhoots ftraight athwart the paflage.
Weighing again with the beginning of the
ebb, we worked farther down, againft the
s.w. winds, till on the 1oth, we got fafe
without the banks, and into the open fea. By
the pilot, who left us at midnight, I fent

fome letters up to Chinfurab.

We were now apprehenfive, that, as we
had to expe& nothing but fouth-wefterly
winds, and our intended courfe was dire€t
fouth, in order to get above the Andaman and
Nicobar Iflands, we fhould be forced below
them, and thereby likewife fall to leeward
of the point of Ackeen, the northweft end of
Sumatra ; in which cafe, nothing would re-

time to be paffed there, &c. as per art. 111 IV. V. and VI

of the Eaft-India Company’s drtikel-bricf, or articles of ene

gagement, eatered into by the perfons in their employ. 7.
M2 main
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main for us, than to pafs through the ftraits of
Malacca to Batavia, and thereby confiderably
lengthen the duration of our voyage.

. But our fears were fortunately, in this
m(‘tance, not realifed. We pafled to the
windward of thofe iflands, {o as not to fee
them.. . .

. On the 3d of May, we found ourfelves in
the north latitude of 7°, which is that of the
fouthernmoft of the Nicobar Iflands. Hav-
ing, therefore, got beyond thefe, we enter-
tained hopes of a fpeedy profecution of our
voyage round Sumatra. The fudden fqualls,
or whirlwinds, which came upon us almoft
every day, were our chief hindrance; they
often ruthed on us fo unexpeéedly, that we
had fcarce fufficient time to take in our
fails ; they were ufually fucceeded by dead
calms, which lafted the remainder of the
day; and wec were hereby greatly impeded
in our progrefs.

Very unexpeétedly, at da\brcak on the
1cth of May, bcing in the north latitude of
four degrees and a half, we difcovered thé
fland Sumatra, not far from the pomt of
Acheen. - '

We had obferved fome f gns of land for a

few
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few days before, namely, we had feen pieces
of wood and bamboo floating on thie water ;
but we flattered ourfelves that thefe came
from the Nicobar lflands. We now found
that the currents, which muft have only fet
to the northeaftward, after our paffing thofe
flands (for had they driven us before in
an eafterly direttion, we muft have runin:
fight of them), had carried us full thirty-
three leagues towards the eaft.

-We were, by computation, four leagues
and a half off thore, when we made the land.
It appeared to the eaft like fmall iflands, but
more northerly, like connefted land, with
high mountains inward.

Fortunately, we were fifteen or twenty
leagues to windward of the point of Acheen;
for had we fallen clofc in with it, or to lee-
ward of it, we thould, forscertain, have loft
the opportunity of pafiing round Sumatra.
We yet ran fome danger of being driven
to leeward, from the continual calms, and
the ftrong currents, which fometimes fet to
the north, and fometimes to the foutheaft.

Frequently, when we were driving along,
in a dead calm, 1 had the boat hoifted out,
in o:der.to obferve the courfe of the current.

M 3 ‘For
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For this purpofe, a heavy grapnel was faf-
tened in a large tub, and attached to a ceil
of rope, that was long enough to let down
this apparatus, fix or feven hundred fathoms
below the furface of the fea; and as there
was no current at that depth, the boat lay,
as it were, at anchor, and bore up with its
head to the current. In order, in the next
place to afcertain the exaét direétion and de-
gree of rapidity of the current, one of our
fweeps was taken, the leaf of which was
painted white, a weight was faftened to the
other end, fo as to make it ftand upright in
the water, with the white part five or fix
feet above the furface. To this end, a log-
line was attached, in order to fee how far
the fweep would be driven away from the
boat, by the current, in a given time, to
be obferved by a ftop-watch, and towards
what point of the compafs, having one with
us in the boat, for that purpofe.
~ In the {pace of five minutes, I found that
the {weep was driven by the current, in the
diretion of north by weft, to a diftance of
two hundred and twenty-fix Rhineland feet
from the boat, which may be eftimated to
make about three leagues in four-and-twenty
' hours.
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bours. This was the refult of our experi-
ment the firft day, but in the following days,
we found the currents fet to the northeaft,
at the rate of five or-fix leagues i twenty-
four hours, » '

But not having always an opportunity of
hoifting out the boat, I caufed a lead of
feventy pounds in weight, to be let down by
the founding-line, to the depth of cighty or
ninety fathoms, and faftening an empty catk
to it, which held up the lead, and was kept
ftationary by it, the thip drove away from it,
by the current; for the had no other mo-
tion, on account of the calm. We found
by this, that the currents fet more to the
caft, and foutheaft, every day; and on the
tsth of May, we fucceeded in getting off
from the fthore, which we loﬁ fight of that
day, at noon,

We now purfued our voyage with lefs

apprehenfion,, yet we made ne greater pro-
grefs-than before, by the continual calms,
which were only interrupted by fudden
whirlwinds, of an hour or two in duration *.

» From the frequency of thefe fudden fqualls, in the
seighbourhood of S«matre, the Portuguefe firft, and afterwards
the Englith feamen, have given them the name of the ifland,

ind call them figprral. 7. .
: M4 On
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On the 15th of May, the fun rofe, dhring
an eclipfe, which was then full two-thirds
completed. I obferved the end of the
eclipfe, fifty-eight mimutes, and thirty fe-
conds after fix o’clock : this was to have
been at Chandernagore, at thirty minutes
paft fix ; thus, the difference of time, be-
tween that place, and where we were, was
28’ 30"; or 7° 8 longitude, that we were to
the eaftward of Cbhandernagore, whofe longi-
tude we knew was 105° 1’ eaft from Zene-
riffe, and our eftimation was 111° 95’; hence
we found that we were eléven leagues more
to the eaftward than by the fhip’s reckomn
The day before we had paﬁ'cd thc line to thc
fouthward.

On the 29th of that month, we met,.and
hailed, the Eaft-India Company’s thip, Dui-
nenburg, Captain JouN VERHEEK, from
the coaft of Mallabar ; the had left Cochin
on the 4th, and was equally bound to Ba-
tavia. We failed in company, till the 4th
of June, when we lcft her behind, and loﬁ
fight of her. :

The following days, we faw many f igns of
land, as rockw ecd bamboos, large pieces of
wood, and a fpecies of red blubl)er,or mollufca, -

ﬂoatmg
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floating on the water ; likewife feveral land-
birds, and 2 number of white and yellow
tropic birds. Sometimes whole trees float-
‘ed by the fhip, with their branches and
roots, yet frefh and uninjured. "We con-.
cluded, that all this came from the ifland
Engano ; fer when we ftood towards Suma-
¢ra, we met with hardly any of them.

On the r1oth of June, we again faw the
ifland of Sumatra, and the high hill of Si-
lebar, which lies near Bencoolen, and we found
that we were thirty-fix leagues more to the
weftward, than by the thip’s reckoning.

The foutheafterly winds, now blowing
very hard along the weft coaft, we were
obliged to work up againft the wind, to-
wards the ftraits of Swnda, and it was not
before the 20th of June, that we came abreaft
of the Flat Point, and Prince’s Ilfland ; and
on the 2 5th we anchored in the bay of Anjer,
whence we fet fail the next day, and arrived
in fafety, in the road of Batavia, on the 2d

of July, having had no more than four men
dead, during the voyage. -

u - . CH.%P‘
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CHAPTER VI

Appointmens of the Commedire of the bimeward
Fleet.—Eartbquake a¢ BATAV1A ~—Chinefe Fefti-
vals—Tbunderfiorm.— Arrival of the Endeavoser,
Captain Coox, from the South Seas.—Account of
an Otabeitan, brought to Batavia by that Ship.
— Thankfgiving, Faft, and Prayer Day.—Lift of

, tbe bomeward Fleet— Departure from BATAVIA.
—Tbe Reef of ANGUILLAS.—View of the Land
of Asrica.—Anchorage at Rossew Jland.

AS foon as I came on fhore, I found that
my thip had, the fame morning, been ap-
pointed to return to Europe, as forerunner *
of the fleet, for the chamber of Enkbuizen.
But going the fame evening to give an ac-
count of my Bengal voyage, to the governor
general VAN DER PaRrra, his excellency

#* The homeward-bound Dutch Eaft-India Company’s
thips, are divided at Batawvia, into twe fleets, one of which
generally leaves India towards the ond of the year, the other
fome months afterwards ; and fome days before the deperture
of each, a fingle fhip fails for Europe, which is called the
vesrscilder, or forerunner. Except, however, in war-time,
thefe thips feldom fail, or keep together, though they ufually
rendezvous at the Cape of Good Hopeo 7.

5 "~ told
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told me, it would be better for me, that I
thould return to Europe, in a large thip of
a hundred and fifty feet, for the chamber of"
Amflerdam, than in a fmall veflel, like the
Cornelia Hillegonda, for a chamber of lefs
confequence. On this account, the next
day, in the council of India, the command
was given to me, of the thip, *# Huis ter
Mye, being one of a hundred and fifty feet,
and which was bound for the chamber of
LAmflerdam. At the fame time, the com-
mandant, and upper comptroller of equip=
ment of Batavia, ANTHONY VOGELZANG,
was appointed commodore of the homeward
_fleet ; but this gentleman dying foon after,
Captam Freperick KziGeR, of the fhip
Kroonenburg, was appointed in his ftead *.

On the 15th of July, I took over the com-
mand of the fthip, ¢ Huss ter Mye, from.
Captain HarTzZ, and three days afterwards,

® The command of the fleet is given to the fenior captain,
unlefs when a paffenper of higher rank, in the Company’s
fervice (for all perfons in their employ, whether in a civil, 2
saval, or military flation, have their refpe&ivera: ks), happens
to be returning to Europe, and then the paflcnger, whether he
be in a naval, or in a civil capacity, is appointed the commoe
doce, and the fhip he goes by, becomes the flag-thip. 7.

I gave
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I gave up to Captain MarRTIN LaBaaN,
that of the Cornelia Hillegonda.

On the 17th of September, at about half
paft five in the morning, juft as the day be-
gan to break, the fhock of an earthquake
was- felt at Batavia, which lafted full two
mmutes, but did not do much damage. The
water in the canals toffing to and ﬁo with
impetuofity, feemed, by its agitation, as if
boiling. = Whatever was pendent in the
houfes, like chandeliers and glafs lanthorns,
was in motion for three quarters of an hour
afterwards. All the clocks, both within
and without "the city, the pendulums of
which ofcillated eaft and weft, ftood ftill ;
but thofe that hung to the north and fouth,
were not affeCted. A clock which was in
the houfe I was in, ftood ftill at thirty-two -
minutes paft five.

On the 18th and 19th, there was a great
feftival of the Chinefe, inftituted as an in-
terceflion for their fick. In the evening,
one or more bamboos, having feveral lan-
thorns hanging at the top, were ftuck up
before cvery houfe, which made a pretty
appcarancc, i the Chmefc campon, or

fuburb
This
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This was followed, on the. gth.of Oéto-
ber, by a grand feftival, in _honour of their
Jooftje, or jofs *, to whom they offer a num-
ber of coftly prefents; they made likewife a
large veflel of paper, and combuftiblg mat-
ter, which was highly adorned with flags, -
and fet it on fire in the evening, letting it
drive out to fea, where it was very foon
confumed. This is only what I have heard
related, being myfelf, at that time, at.the
ifland Onruft.

In the evening and on the mght .of the
1 1th of O&ober, we had a violent thundet-
ftorm, which did no harm in the city, but
in the road, the lightning, fell, about eight
o’clock, upon the thip the Admiral de Ruiter.
The mainmaft, maintopmaft, and topgallant-
maft, together with their yards and fails,
and the foretopfail, and yards, were fhi-
vered all to pieces, and the wreck of them

. * The images which the Chinefe worfhip, are called joo/7j»
by the Dutch, and jofs by the Englith feamen. The latter is
evidently a corruption of the former, which being a Dutch
nickname for the devil, was probably given to thefe idols by
the Dutch who firft faw them, either from their hideous ap-
pearance, or from the principle that all idolatry is demon«
olatry. On no better ground than this, the authors of the
Univerfal Hiftory, accufe the Chinefe of worfhipping the
devil, knowingly and e facte. 7. ’

I : lay
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lay upon the quarter-deck, to the height of
fifteen feet ®. A longitudinal fiffure was
likewife made in the quarter-deck, but no
foul on board was hurt, nor was there any
damage done to any of the other veflels in

‘the road.
A few days before this event, the Englith

thip, the Endeavour,commanded by Captain
Coox, had arrived in the road of Batevia.
This veflel came from the Pacific Ocean,
and had been twenty-feven months from
Englanrd, having thus far circumnavigated
the globe, from the eaft. They had withthem
- an Indian, whom they faid was a native of
a country which they had difcovered in the

® Captain Cook, who was then at Batevia, in the Endeae
«our bark, as noticed in the next paragraph, relates this in-
cident, exadtly as above, and adds, * fhe had aa iron fpindle
% at the main-top-gallant maft-head, which probably directed
¢ the ftroke. This fhip lay not msore than the diftance of
& two cables’ length from our’s, and in all probability we
¢ fhould have fhared the fame fate, but for the ele@rical
% chain, which we had juft got up, and which conduéted -
% the lightning over the fide of the fhip; but though we
4 efcaped the lightning, the explofion thook us like an earth-
% quake, the chain at the fame time appearing like a line of
“ fire: a centinel was in the aion of charging his piece, and
@ the fhock forced the mufquet out of his hand, and broke
* the rammer-rod.” Hawkefworth’s Voyages, Vol. IV. page
" 341, o&avo edition. ¢,
: South
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South Sea, but they would not reveal where
it was fituated. This Indian was of a mid-
dling fize, rather fat than otherwife, of a
dark brown colour, and with long and thick
hair, which hung half way down his back ;
it was loofe, and of a jetty black ; it grew
Jow down upon his forehead. His beard
was likewife black, of a middling. length,
and uncut, contrary to the cuftom of moft
Orrientals ; the nails of his hands were long;
his countenance feemed forrowful, and his
difpofition timorous. His drefs confifted of
a large piece of white cloth, which was
thrown over the fhoulders, and which ap-
peared to me to be made of the bark of
trees. The Englith gentlemen, with whom
be came, and who had likewife a Swedith
naturalift, Dr. SoLANDER, with them, {aid
that they underftood his language ; but whea
“they converfed-with him, it feemed to me
that it was moftly done by figns. He would
not cat of any thing that was fet before him;
and continually caft his eyes on all fides
around him, exprefling the greateft aftonith~
ment at what he faw and heard *. We un-

derftood

® Tur1a, the Otaheitan here alluded to, who accome
panied Captain Coox, as far as Batavia, died there, the follow-
ing
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derftood from the Englith, that they had
ftayed eight months at that ifland, which
they called Otabeste, and that all the na-
tives refembled the one they had brought
away.

A thanfgiving, faft, and prayer day, was
held at Batavia, on' the 17th of O&ober.
This folemnity takes place every year juft
betore the departure of the return-fleet, for
Holland, being partly inftituted in order to
fupplicate heaven to grant them a profper-
ous.voyage. A.fermon-is preached on that
day, on board of ‘the flag-thip, in the road,
at which all the commanders of the veflels
there, with part of their crews, are prefent.
.. On the 24th, the governor general went,
with a great retinue, on board of the fhip
Kroonenburg, in order to inftal the commo-
dore of the homeward fleet, FREDERICK
KerLcer. For this purpofe,. all the thips

ing month. The reader of Lieut. Cook’s voyage, who will
have ftrangly interelted himfelf for this amiable Indian, will
fcarcely recognize him in the picture here drawn of him; but
the rapid progrefs of a bilious diftemper, which poor Turra
laboured under, during the latter part of the voyage, and the
approaches of death in a ftrange land, are not adapted to give,
cirﬂcr an expreflion of pleafure to the countenance, or of

fortitude to the mind. 7.

which
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which lay in the road, were ranged in two
lines, with the old admiral-thip next to the
river, and that of the commodore, the outer-
moft. This was done in order that the
governor general, paffing between the lines,
might have an opportunity of taking a view
of every fhip, at his eafe. His *excellency
came in a great barge, which was richly
gilt, and had a pavilion, with glafs win-
dows at the poop. The chief of the ma-
rine, and fome other gentlemen, were with
him. The upper comptroller of equipment
ftood before the pavilion, and commanded
the rowers. As foon as his excellency came
on board of the thip Kreomenburg, a broad
pendant was hoifted above the enfign, at
the maintop, while the old admiral-thip
firuck her flag, and fired a falute of twenty-
one guns. Eight captains ftood upon the
thip’s ladder, as his excellency aicended, and
all the others who belonged to the home-
ward fleet, were on the 'qu:frtcr-dcck, toge-
ther with the vice-commodore, to receive
him. Under the awning, a breakfaft was
got ready for the governor general, and af-
ter he had taken fome refrethment, the
commodore’s commiffion was read by the

VOL. I. . N fecretary
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fecretary of the governor, and his excellency
then commanded the captains of the fleet;
to obey the commodore, on their voyage to
Europe. About half an hour afterwards,
the governor general returned on fhore.
Upon his leaving the thip Kroonenburg, he
was faluted with twenty-one guns, the broad
pendant and enfign were both ftruck, and
the commodore’s flag hoifted in their ftead.

The fhips that compofed the firft divifion
of the homeward ﬂeet, were as follows :

for the Chamber of Amferdam -

the Kromeniwrg, Com. Frepzricx Kxrcer:
the Nieww Rboon, Capt. Jonn HEwDRICKS:
the Youmg Lieven, ... Henry pe Haxt:

the Huis ter Mye, ... J. SPLINTER STAVORINUS :
the Weefiduin, .. . Micn. Gopraey Lzumax:

for Zsaland :
the Duinenburg, Capt. JomN VERHEEKE:
the Ymng Samucl, Capt. Pexex ANGLEVORST:

for Delft s
the Lady Antonctia Conradina :

for Rotterdam :
" the Flubing, Capt. Jacos 't Hart:

for Horn :
the Ridderkerk, Capt. PETErR Van ProyEN:

and for Enkbuizen :
the Cornelia Hillegonda, Capt. MaRTIN LaBaaN.

The
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The laftmentioned had failed for Holland,
on the 20th of O&ober, as forerunner of the
fleet, and the two firft followed on the 2§th;
while the othiers had to ftop, for a fhip
which was daily expeéted from the coaft of
Caromandel, in order to take over the bales
of piece-goods the was to bring, and then
to receive the complement of their cargoes
in pepper. This veffel reached the road of
Batavia three days afterwards, and the re-
thipment of the goods fhe brought, took
place immediately ; after which, the fhips.
failed to the ifland Onruff, to take in
pepper.

On the 3d of November, the water-bailiff
came on board, to mufter the crew, which
was found to confift of one hundred and
eight {feamen, eight foldiers, four mechanics,
four paffengers, and one man, who was fent
back to Europe, being unfit for the Coma
~ pany’s fervice. '

On the sth of November, we got the laft
of our pepper on board, and, together with
the commanders of the thips, the Young
Lieven, the Young Samuel, and the Lady An-
tonetta Conradina, having u’ecelved our final ’

N2 difpatches
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difpatches from the governor general, we
.Jeft the ifland Onruf, on the fame day, and
anchored the next afternoon, at three o’clock,
in the bay of Anjer. The Yoang Liseven,
and my fhip, having ftill fome water to re-
ceive on board, remained here at anchor till
the gth, when we failed in the morning, and
at night we cleared.the ftraits of Sunda, and
got out to fea. The two other fhips had
failed the day before.

On the 10th, at noon, we took our laft
obfervation of Prince’s Ifland, and in the af-
ternoon, we loft fight of ¥awas, and fteered
firft s.w. till in the fouth latitude of ¢°,
where we were fure of meeting with the
fettled foutheafterly tradewind, and thence
we directed our courfe w.s.w.

As foon as we were out at fea, we found
that our fhip was very leaky. We made
eighteen inches water every watch, fo that
we were obliged to keep the pumps con-
tinually at work. However narrowly we
fearched, we could not find where the leak
was, till about a month afterwards ; when
we accidentally difcovered that there was a
hele in the bow, on the larboard fide, two

o feet
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feet under water. The carpenter contrived,
with much difficulty, to ram in a wooden
plug on the outfide ; for we could not get
at it within the thip. 'This reduced the in-
road of the water by one-half; but the leak
was by no means ftopped, and our pumps
were frequently choaked by the pepper, and
we wereforced to lift them out, to clear them
again. _

The day after we were out at fea, we
loft fight of the Young Lieven; which thip
outfailed us by full one-third, although
Captain Harr and I had agreed to keep in
company.

On the 17th, at five o’clock, .M. we
faw a folar eclipfe, but we could take no
obfervation of its beginning, for the fun
was, at that time, obfcured by clouds ;
neither could we obferve the end, for the
fun fet at fix o’clock, before the eclipfe was
over. .
We proceeded pleafantly on our voyage,
with the foutheaft tradewind, which carried -
us quickly on, and paffing the tropic of
capricorn to the fouth, on the 28th of No-
vember, we computed on the 7th of De-
cember, that we were abreaft of the ifland

N 3 Madagafcar.
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Madagafcar. We perceived alfo, feveral
figns of land, and faw much red blubber
floating on the water. Hence we ftecred
weft by fouth, to the latitude of 341°, and
thence due weft, towards the reef of Ane
gusllas. . .

The foutheaft tradewind began to fhift in
the fouth latitude of 26°, and we met with
variable winds, which were, however, very
favourable. The compafles fhewed the
greateft variation of 25° and 26° N.w. be-
tween 62° and 50° eaft longitude ; and far-
ther to the weft, the variation began gra-
dually to decreafe,

On the 211t of December, we obferved a
change in the colour of the water, from a
clear blue, to dark green, and a high fea
rolled in from the s.w. Thefe were indica-
tions that we were near the reef of 4n.
guillas 3 and at funfet, we founded in feventy
fathoms, grey fand with fhells.

This reef ftretches out from the conti-
nent, as far as 36° fouth latitude, and per-
haps farther, but the foundings are, in fome

laces, thereabouts, two hundred fathoms.
By the depth, and the nature of the bottom
upon the reef, you may knew whether you
are
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are to the eaftward, or to the weftward of
Cape Anguillas. To the eaftward, the
ground is hard, and to the weftward, foft,
loofe mud, with a much greater depth ; fo
that having paffed the cape to the weft, you
get out of foundings by degrees.

The heavy feas, that are occafioned by
the ftorms, which are fo frequertly met
with, on the reef, make it a very dangerous
part of the navigation, and the Company
have loft, in confequence, many fhips; efpe-
cially of the fecond divifion, or thofe that
come upon the reef in the months of April
and May, at which time the weather is the
moft ftormy. Ships going to the Cape of
Good Hope cannot avoid paffing over the
reef, in order to be certain of their longi--
tude, and not to overfhoot the cape. -On
account, however, of the danger attending
it, orders were given by the Company, in
the years 1767 and 1768, for their fhips,
which pafled here in that time of the year,
to haul in upon the outfide of the reef, in
order to afcertain their fituation, and rec-
tify their eftimation ; but on meeting with
foundings, then to ftand dire@ly fouth, in
order to run round the reef, without touch-

' N4 mg
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ing at the Cape of Good Hpe; but inftead
ot that, to touch at St. Helena, for refreth~
ment. This mode, however, proved to be
attended with worfe confequences ; and all
their fhips are accordingly again allowed to
touch at the Cape of Gosd Hope, except the
laft thip, which refrethes at Sz. Helena, - -

On the 23d of December, we had, at
noon, a glimpfe of the land of Africa, but
foon loft fight of it, nor could we, op ac-
count of the hazinefs of the weather, dif<
tinguith what part of it we bad feen.

On the 25th, we faw it again, with a
clear fky, in 34° 57’ fouth latitude. The
land appeared with a deep inlet, or bay, the
weft point ‘'of which floped down into the
fea ; and behind it we faw high rugged
muountains, fituated fur inland. The beach
was very low and fandy. To the north,
were fome irregular white eminences, re:
fembling chalkhills ; and a little more to
the eaftward, we faw a hill, formjng a regu-
lar arch. We could fee land to.thg: weft-
ward, from the mafthead, appearing like two
round hummocks. We faw a thick fmoke
rifing inland ; hence we concluded, that we
were before lee/ch, or Flefb Bay,

5 In
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In the night, and part of the following
day, we had a ftorm from the weftward,
with a high fea, which ftrained the fthip
very much. This wefterly wind continued
till the 25th, when it came round to the s.E.
and the next day we ran in fight of Cape des
Anguillas, and the fteep headland of Rio Dolce.
Thus lait is very remarkable, and fhews like
Portland Point in the Britith Channel.

Rettifying our eftimation here, we found
that fince our laft obfervation, at Prince’s
Ifland,we were 3° ¢, or 39 leagues, more to
the weftward, than by the thip’s reckoning,
At the fame time we faw a large thip to the
northward, which we loft fight of in the
evening ; we afterwards found that the was
the Young Lieven, who had left the ftraits of
Sunda, in company with us.

The next day, being the 30th of Decem-
ber, we found ourfelves, at {unrife;, abreaft
of Falfe Bay, and fteered our courfe for Ta-
ble Bay. At ncon we were in fight of the
Lion’s Mountain, for which we fteered ; and
afterwards for Sandbi/l Point ; before, how-
ever, we got {o far, we were becalmed un-
der the Lion’s-bead, and we could not fteer’
the fhip, while it blew a ftorm from the

foutheaft,
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foutheaft, a quarter of a league from us. Af-

ter having been becalmed about halfan hour,
we got a breeze, which foon carried us off
fhore ; but Pfeaching Sandbill Point, it en-
creafed to fuch a ftiff gale, and was accom-
panied with fuch violent fqualls, falling down
from the mountains, that we found it im-
poffible to work into the road; and we ac-

cordingly refolved to run for Robben, or Seal
Ifland, and anchor under it. We caft an-

chor in the road of this ifland, in fifteen fa-

thoms, fandy bottom, and found lying here

the thip Young Lieven, which had reached the

anchorage three hours before us.

CHAP-
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CHAPTER VIL

Anchorage in TasLe Bavy.—Departure from the
Carz or Goop Hore.~—Fiew of ST. HELINA,
—Of AscexsioN Jland.—Tbe Grafs-fea.~Ani-
malcule found in the floating Seawecd —Council
beld by the Commadore.—Paffage to the Weft of
the Azores.—Narrative of a Woman, who bad
enlified as a Soldier.—Meeting .with the cruifing

Frigates off Lizarp Point. —Arrz'val at the
TrxeL, .

ON the following day, in the morning,
the Company’s officer, ftationed on the
ifland, came on board, and brought refrefh-
ments for the crew, confifting of ‘twelve
fheep and fome vegetables. This is the
allowance delivered to every Company s thip,
that anchiors at the ifland. .
On the 1ft of January 1771, thc wind
veering, in the morning, to the N.w. we
weighed anchor, together with the' Young
Lieven, and fteered for the road ; but when
we were about a quarter of a league from
the anchoring-ground, the foutheat wind
burft upon us, over the mountains, fo that
we were obliged to.come to an anchor, in

the
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the outer road, under the Lion’s-tail; and
as the wind continued to blow in violent
fqualls, we could not reach the inner road
before the 3d, on which day we caft anchor
there,at teno’clock, A.M. and weimmediately
moored our thip, ffem and ftern, faluting
the commodore of the homeward fleet, with
eleven guns, which was returned us with thc
fame number.

We found feven thips of the homeward
- fleet, lying at anchor here, viz. the Kroo-
nenburg, the Nieuw Rboon, the Lady An-
tenetta Conradina, the Cornelia Hillegonda,
the Ypung Samuel, the Young Lieven, and the
Ridderkerk.

The Woefidun arrived on the 4th,. the
Flufbing, on the 13th, and the Duinenburg, .
on the 31ft. This laft had, fome time be-
fore, anchored under Robbenr Hland, but her
cable breaking, in a gale of wind, fhe bad
been driven out to fea
 After a ftay of full ﬁve wecks, durmg
which the erews partook of the wfual re-
frethments of the place, fix of the fhips
belonging to the homeward fleet, one of
which was the commodore’s, received or-
ders to fail for Holland. Thefe were, the

' Kroonenburg,
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Kroonenbarg, the Huss ter Mye, the Yoang
Samuel, the Lady Antonerta Conradina, the
Flufbing, and the Ridderkerk ; the Cornelia
Hillegonda, had failed on the 10th of Janu-
ary, as forerunner. |

On the 7th of February, we received
our final difpatches from the governor of the
Capr of Good Hiope, together with orders,
to keep in company with the commodore.
We, however, lay ftill, till the gth, as the
violence of the foutheaft wind prevented
any of the fhips from wéeighing till then. -
On that day we all fet fail, and about noon
we got out of the bay, and each of the
fhips faluting the commodore with cleven
guns, we fteered to the w.Nn.w.

At funfet, we took our laft obfervation of

the land of Africa, the Table Mountain,
bearing s.E. ten leagues off.

The next day, at noon, we changed our
courfe to N.w. by fignal from the com-
modore, and fteered for the latitude of the
fland of Sz. Helena. .

Our fhip was now perfe®ly tight. The
leak, which we had difcovered at fea, had
been repaired at the Cape. We found under
the fheathing, a feam in the fhip’s fide, that

was
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was entirely open, fo that it was a great hap<"
pinefs that the fheathing was but little da-
maged ; for, if this had been wholly gone,
where the feam lay that was open, we
fhould have had much difficulty to keep the
thip above water. We did not perceive the
leaft leakinefs, during the remainder of the.
voyage, and were not once obliged to pump,
from the Cape to the Channel.
*  The favourable wind, with which we
had left the road of the Cape, foon brought
us into the foutheaft tradewind; with
which we ran in fight of the ifland §z. He-
lena, on the 26th of February.

~ 'This ifland, which lies in the fouth lati-
‘tude of 16°, and full 1 3° eaft longitude from
the meridian of Teneriffe, is high, and moun-
tainous, and has a barren appearance, in -
paffing by. The Englith have taken pof-
feflion of it, and eftablithed it, for a place
of refrethment, for their Eaft-Indiamen.
Our fhips, likewife, in cafe of neceffity,
fometimes touch there. '

~ Lofing fight of St. Helena, the following
morning, we continued to fteer N.w. and -
on the sth of March, we made the ifland
Afeenfion, and failed clofe under it. h

: c
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The ‘latitude of this ifland is about 8°
fouth, and its longitude 44° : it is alfo high
and mountai